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2  THE 2020 AISLING AWARDS 

The Open University is 
proud to partner again with 
The Aisling Awards to 
salute and acknowledge 
the extraordinary 
contributions and impact of 
people across the city 
against a cruel, global 

Welcome to the 24th Annual Aisling Awards 

pandemic that has taken 
the lives of many and 
changed how we all now 
have to engage with our 
families, our friends and 
our work. 

For many decades The 
Open University has taught 

Open University salutes 
the Aisling Awards 2020

John D’Arcy, Director,  
Open University Ireland

Robin Livingstone 
Group Editor 

Belfast Media Group 
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Gym and Classes* PEAK (anytime) - £25

Gym and Classes* OFF PEAK  
(before 3pm) – £16.00

Gym Only (anytime) – £20

Classes* Only – £20

Student Membership (anytime use) – 
£17.50 (valid student ID must be shown)

*This includes all IN HOUSE classes any 
classes in GREEN are an extra charge of 
3.00 per class

Pay As You Go Options

£10 joining fee for any pay as you go 
– including classes

£4.00 per 50 minute class

£3.00 per 30 minute Express class

£4.00 gym entry

Concession rates

Over 65 – £13.50 per month

Over 65 pay as you go – £5.00 joining fee 
– £2.00 per class / £2.00 gym entry

Exceptional Extras

Icebath

Members - £5 per session  
or 5 sessions for £20.00

Non Members - £7 per session  
or 5 sessions for £20.00

Shaftesbury Bikes

Free Booking Scheme for all Members  
– Call reception on 028 9031 2377

MEMBERSHIPS #GetFitStayFit

our students at a distance, 
online and with personal 
tutor support. We have 
seen a huge increase in 
demand not just for our 
formal certificates, degrees 
and postgraduate 
qualifications but also for 

our free, online courses 
which we know have 
helped many furloughed 
workers and families since 
the first lockdown. The 
latest figures show that 
293,000 citizens across 
Ireland have accessed our 
OpenLearn site – that is 
more than double the 
number in 2019. 

One of those courses, 
Coping in Isolation: Time 
to Think, was launched in 
the spring of 2020 to help 
people deal with issues 
from lockdown isolation 
and loneliness. Written by 
our academics in Belfast 
with new material from OU 
graduates who gained 

their degrees while 
imprisoned during the 
years of the conflict here. 
These graduates and 
students spent many years 
in isolation and 
confinement in prison. The 
course by the end of June 
had been used by 12,500 
people across the U.K. and 
beyond. 

We congratulate all of 
the Aisling nominees and 
look forward to cheering 
loudly for the winners. I 
would also like to thank 
the fantastic Aisling Events 
and Belfast Media Group 
teams who have made 
these awards possible in 
this most difficult of years.

A YEAR that began with 
uncertainty and fear is 
ending in hope and 
optimism in a week in 
which the first Covid 
vaccine was administered 
in the Royal Victoria 
Hospital. 
   That event itself was a 
celebration of the same 
qualities of community, 
diversity and selflessness 
that we are here tonight 
to celebrate: a vaccine 
manufactured in Belgium, 
developed in Germany by 
the children of Turkish 
guest workers and 
administered to a Belfast 
nurse. 
   The world cheers as one 
when such epoch-
defining triumphs are 
witnessed, but this year 
right across the globe, on 
a micro-level groups and 
individuals have been 
displaying precisely the 
same qualities – qualities 
that have given us a 
glimpse of light at the 
end of this long and dark 
Covid tunnel. 
   For over two decades 
the Aisling Awards have 
been saying thank you 
and well done to those 
who give of their time 

and of themselves for the 
betterment of others. But 
there has never been – 
and we fervently hope 
that there will never be 
again – a year in which 
the spirit and the 
determination of this city 
have been put to such a 
gruelling test. The good 
news is that it is a test 
that Belfast has passed 
with flying colours. 
    Inside this supplement 
you will read 
extraordinary stories of 
ordinary people 
unquestioningly and 
enthusiastically throwing 
themselves into the 
Covid fray. Sporting and 
social clubs have 
repurposed as 
community service 
depots; businesses have 
reconfigured to turn out  
personal protective 
equipment; school staff 
have gone the extra mile 
and then a thousand 
more to ensure the 
children and parents they 
serve were given the 
support they needed to 
navigate the Coronavirus 
storm. 
   And, of course, to the 
fore in this cavalcade of 
the kind and the caring 
have been the heroes of 
the NHS, who are given 
very special recognition 
tonight with the 
presentation of the 
Aisling Person of the Year 
award  to nurses’ leader 
Pat Cullen. It’s only fitting 
that a year of such 
unprecedented challenge 
should end with a tribute 
to those who rose to that 
challenge with such 
unprecedented courage 
and service.
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n  The Broads 
When lockdown hit, playwright and actress Maria 
Connolly felt “useless” and thought she had 
nothing to offer as Covid destroyed her work and 
industry. Maria decided to use her skills and create 
a play for elderly and vulnerable people who are 
living in isolation. 
‘The Broads’ is a 50-minute musical glimpse into 
the lives of three Hollywood greats: Judy Garland 
(Maria Connolly), Marilyn Monroe (Roisin 
Gallagher) and Bette Midler (Christina Nelson). The 
play is designed to bring hope, entertainment, 
colour and little bit of glamour into the lives of  
people here who need it the most. Rehearsals were 
done via Zoom and The Broads was performed at 
care homes, rehabilitation units, sheltered living 
accommodation and for NHS staff at the Belfast 
City Hospital Cancer Centre and the RVH.

n  Mela at Home 
After their annual Belfast Mela event was 
cancelled, ArtsEkta helped deliver a virtual 
festival with over 50 free digital events 
promoting Belfast’s cultural diversity through 
a line-up of local music, dance, food and art 
between August 24-30. ‘Mela at Home’ 
ensured the year’s flagship cultural event 
went ahead and beyond expectations, it 
reached over 250,000 across the world. Over 
1500 free ‘At Home’ kits were also delivered 
to local communities in Belfast. The ‘Mela at 
Home’ has helped form new partnerships 
and interest in the Belfast Mela countries 
including India and USA and the broadcast 
element of the festival may be here to stay..

n  Chloe Dougan 
Chloe Dougan is the resident fashion designer at 
the Duncairn Centre for Culture and Arts in North 
Belfast and is used to making drag costumes for 
her clients. After making a video on how to make 
your own mask when Covid hit, Chloe turned her 
attention to making Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) for frontline hospital workers 
and others in need during the crisis. Chloe helped 
raise more than £15,000 to buy materials in order 
to make the PPE equipment and co-ordinated the 
NI Scrubs Group page on Facebook to gather 
materials in the greater Belfast and Lisburn areas. 
Her efforts resulted in 20,000 pieces of PPE 
including scrubs, masks, gowns, hats and ear 
pieces in just 12 weeks of hard work.

n  New Lodge Arts 
‘Boredom Buster’ book 
New Lodge Arts helped more than 5,000 
young people during Covid-19 lockdown 
thanks to a creative book project. With the 
help of 12 artists, they developed a ‘Boredom 
Buster’ book that included games and art 
activities that can be done on your own or 
with family. Within a fortnight of creating the 
book, 5,000 copies were delivered across 
youth clubs, schools, community 
organisations and the Mater Hospital. They 
worked alongside the Lower North Belfast 
Family Support Hub to ensure the book was 
delivered to those children in greatest need.

“… Our Bright Lights …
Thank you to our amazing creative community for 
inspiring us, entertaining us and lifting everyone’s 
spirits throughout these exceptional times.”

Roisín McDonough, CEO, Arts Council of Northern Ireland
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Arts Council of Northern Ireland

artscouncil-ni.org

ArtsCouncilNI

@ArtsCouncilNI

Funded by

Supporting NI’s Arts & Cultural sector through the pandemic

PAST WINNERS 
1997   Brian Kennedy 
1998   Pam Brighton 
1999   West Belfast Film Festival 
2000   Raymond Watson 

2001    Justus Community Centre 
2002   Terry O'Neill 
2003   Sam Millar 
2004   Pearse Elliott 
2005   Ronan Bennett 

2006   Gary Mitchell 
2007   Terry George 
2008   St Agnes’ Choral Society 
2009   Féile an Phobail 
2010    A Night with George 

2011     Ballymurphy: The Aftermath 
2012    Culture Night Belfast 
2013   Féile 15 
2014    Belfast Community Gospel Choir 
2015    Tony Devlin, Brassneck Theatre 

2016    Kabosh Theatre Company 
2017    Colin Davidson 
2018    Deirdre Mackel  
2019    Upper Springfield Development Trust’s      
            Action All Ability Drama Group
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THE KENNEDY CENTRE FIRST-CLASS COVID HEROES EDUCATION AWARD
n  St John the 
Baptist Primary 
School 
When schools started to close in mid-March, 
St John the Baptist Primary School Principal 
Chris Donnelly made sure the school was 
ahead of the curve, with staff creating 
education packs for their pupils. From day 
one the teachers embraced remote learning, 
keeping in contact with the pupils and 
parents. The school also opened its doors to 
the children of keyworkers and during the 
summer welcomed back the incoming P7s 
ahead of their important transfer year.

kennedycentre.co.uk

Good luck to all the nominees

24th Annual Virtual Aisling Awards

n  Edmund Rice 
College 
The Glengormley school implemented a mental 
health and wellbeing programme in the weeks 
before lockdown as uncertainty around 
coronavirus was growing. Learning packs were 
prepared as the school closed its doors in March, 
as some pupils didn’t have WiFi. The school’s 
iPads were handed out to those pupils who didn’t 
have laptops at home. Principal Paul Berne says 
he has never been prouder of the school 
community as teachers kept in constant contact 
with the pupils and recent in-house results have 
shown that the hard work has paid off.

n  West Belfast 
Partnership  
When lockdown was announced and 
children were sent home from school, 
WBPB delivered its 260 iPads to 
children from West Belfast and the 
Shankill to help with remote school 
work. WBPB also coordinated PPE 
collection from 24 schools, delivering 
to the Belfast Trust thousands of 
goggles, gloves, aprons and 
sanitisers, as well as buying 
Accelerated Reader and Accelerated 
Math kitss for all KS2 pupils in West 
Belfast during lockdown.

n  Holy Evangelists’ 
Primary School 
The first Monday of lockdown and Holy Evangelists’ 
Primary School Principal Claire Robinson was 
broadcasting into her 600 pupils’ homes from 
Stormont using a greenscreen, explaining to the 
children just what was going on. Every Monday the 
Twinbrook Principal broadcast from a different 
‘country’, keeping the children’s spirits up. On 
Mondays and Thursdays the teachers would set the 
children challenges, while on Fridays the children 
would show the work that they had done during the 
week. Staff also delivered school furniture to any 
families who needed it to help the children carry on 
their school work in the right environment.

PAST WINNERS 
2001   Holy Cross Girls' School 
2002   West Belfast Partnership Board 
2003   Bunscoil an tSléibhe Dhuibh 
2004   Terry Laverty, Principal  
           Holy Cross Boys' School 

2005   La Salle Boys' School 
2006   The Now Project 
2007   CBS 
2008   The Linen Hall Library 
2009   St Patrick’s College Bearnageeha 
2010    St Mary's CBGS Project Zambia 

2011     Our Lady of Mercy Girls’ School  
2012    Methodist College 
2013    CBS – Mentoring Programme 
2014    Springvale Learning 
2015    West Belfast Partnership Board  
           (Community Education Programme) 

2016   St. Louise’s Comprehensive College 
2017    St Josephs College 
2018    Blythefield Primary & Good Shepherd Primary 
2019     Conway Education Centre
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THE FORAS NA GAEILGE COINNIGH AN MISNEACH / KEEP HOPE ALIVE IRISH LANGUAGE AWARD
n  Cultúrlann  
     McAdam-Ó Fiaich 
An Chultúrlann has been a leading light for both the Irish 
language community and the hard-hit arts sector during 
the darkest days of the pandemic. 
As well hosting increasingly popular Irish classes on 
Zoom, they have provided a packed and innovative 
programme of online events including concerts, literary 
showcases, family fun and more.  
 
Bhí an Chultúrlann i thús cadhnaíochta don phobal 
Gaeilge agus earnáil na healaíona a bhí buailte go donna i 
nduibheagán na paindéime. 
Tháinig borradh ar na ranganna Gaeilge a reáchtáil siad ar 
Zoom, agus bhí clár ar-líne s’acu plódaithe le himeachtaí 
ar leith; ceolchoirmeacha, taispéantais litríochta agus 
spraoi teaghlaigh san áireamh.  

n  Áras Mhic Reachtain 
 
Áras Mhic Reachtain has long been a haven for Irish 
language and culture in North Belfast. Faced with closure, 
they successfully adapted their flagship summer school for 
an online audience. Through their online output, they 
showed how language and the arts can be used to tackle 
the social isolation felt by many during pandemic. 
 
Tá Áras Mhic Reachtain ina thearmann don teanga agus an 
chultúr Gaelach le blianta fada anuas.  
Táthar lena dhúnadh, bhí an scoil samhraidh suaitheanta 
s’acu oiriúnaithe don idirlín i mbliana.  
Agus iad ag obair go ar line, d’úsaid siad an teanga agus 
na healaíona chun dul i ngleic leis an scoiteach sa phobail i 
rith na paindéime. 

n  Glór na Móna 
Glór na Móna has faced down the difficulties of 
lockdown with a resilience that has become 
synonymous with the Irish language community in 
Belfast. Their tireless efforts ensured they continued 
to provide Irish language youth services, took part 
in the Upper Springfield Covid-19 community 
response, and successfully hosted the first ever 
online Féile na Carraige. 
 
Thug Glór na Móna aghaidh ar deacrachtaí an 
dianghlasáil agus iad ag léiriú teacht aniar an 
phobail i mBéal Feirste. 
Chinntigh siad gur mhair seirbhísí na n-óige don 
phobal Gaeilge, glac siad le dúshlán an víreas mar 
chuid den eagras ‘Ar Scáth a Chéile’ in Uachtar 
Chluanaí, agus reáctháil siad Féile na Carraige  
ar-líne don chéad uair. 

n Ionad Uíbh Eachach 
As a provider of essential services for one of Belfast’s most 
deprived wards, Ionad Uíbh Eachach were determined not to be 
side-tracked by the pandemic. From providing online classes to 
disadvantaged communities, to guiding students through their Irish 
A-Levels, they once again demonstrated their educational prowess 
in the most difficult of circumstances. They have provided a huge 
range of cultural events for young and old and hosted the annual 
Féile Bí Dana online this year. 
 
Tá Ionadh Uíbh Eachach ina soláithraí seirbhísí bhunriachtanacha i 
gceann de na ceantar is díothach i mBéal Feirste, agus bhí díocas 
orthu iad a chur ar fáil le linn na paindéime. Cuir siad ranganna ar-
líne ar fáil do daoine ó barda bochta, fuair siad daltaí réidh don 
Ard-leibhéal, agus léirigh siad an gaisce oideachas s’acu i gcúinse 
deacra. Cuir siad imeachtaí ar fáil a bhain idir óg agus aosta sult as 
agus bhí an eachtra bliantúil ‘Féile Bí Dana’ acu ar-líne i mbliana.  

85,000
senses / ciall

30,000
entries / iontráil

#Foclóir
200,000

phrases and example 
sentences / frása agus 

abairt shamplach

Suitable for speakers and 
learners of all levels / 

Oiriúnach do chainteoirí 
agus d’fhoghlaimeoirí  

den uile leibhéal

Ar fáil anois / Available now
€30 / £25
Ceannaigh anseo é / Buy it here
forasnagaeilge.ie/focloir

PAST WINNERS 
1997   Scoil an Droichid  
1999   Michael Diskin 
2000   Fearghus Ó hÍr 
2001   Éamonn Ó Dónaill 

2002   Raidió Fáilte 
2003   Raidió na Life 
2004   SRL 
2005   Raidió na Life  
2006   Imeasc 

2007   Cré na Cille 
2008   POBAL 
2009   An Droichead 
2010    Ionad Uibh Eachach 
2011     Croí Éanna 

2012    Cumann Cultúrtha Mhic Reachtain 
2013    Blas/It’s a Blas 
2014    Aisling Ghéar 
2015    Slí Na Gaeltachta 
2016    Chluain Árd 

2017    Glór na Móna 
2018    Ciste Infheistíochta na Gaeilge 
2019.   Turas
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THE STAFFLINE BOLDEST BUSINESS RESPONSE TO THE PANDEMIC AWARD

n  Tennent’s 
As panic and chaos seized much of 
society during the April-May Covid-
19 surge, frontline healthworkers 
sent out an SOS for basic supplies, 
not just PPE but also vital items 
essential to their daily work. One 
unmet need for ICU staff was a 
constant supply of bottled water. It’s 
a long way from Tipperary to the 
Craigavon, Mater and Altnagelvin 
ICU units but Tennent’s responded to 
the appeal by shipping 21,000 
bottles of their famed Tipperarary 
Water direct to the hospital heroes 
across the North.

n  Huhtamaki 
On 24 March, Huhtamaki 
manager Ciarán Doherty was 
shown a small mid-Ulster 
manufacturing operation 
responding to the health service 
urgent appeal for PPE. By 1 April, 
printing machines at Huhtamaki 
had been repurposed to meet the 
growing PPE demand. Today, the 
company is turning out millions 
of items of PPE a week and has 
transformed its business to 
respond to Covid.

n  Shnuggle 
Baby product manufacturer Shnuggle 
felt obliged to set its own order book 
aside durign the surge to address the 
urgent need for PPE visors in care 
homes and nursing homes where 
many frontline staff were putting their 
lives on the line to care for residents. 
Shnuggle founder Adam Murphy led a 
team who produced a blueprint for a 
new Hero Visor which could be 
manufactured on the company’s 3D 
printer and secured donations to 
enable him to provide the visors free 
or at cost price to frontline 
healthworkers.

n  Translink 
 In the worrying early weeks of the 
pandemic, Translink drivers walked 
towards the Covid flames. Realising that 
there was an urgent need, especially 
among the most vulnerable sections of 
society, they ensured the travel system 
continued to function, despite the very real 
risk to the drivers. “Sometimes there might 
have been a late-night Glider with just two 
passengers who got on at the RVH stop,” 
said Translink manager Damien Bannon. 
“But those two people could have been a 
health worker and a person visiting a loved 
one. For us, there could be no better 
reason to keep the buses running.”

#ALLINTHISTOGETHER

Helping you 
find your 
dream job!

For more visit: www.staffline.ie

1997    Aisling Productions 
1998    King Engineering 
1999    Let's Pretend 
2000   Campbell Glass 
2001    Miller's Bakery 
2002   Landmark East 

2003   Silotank 
2004   Andor Technology 
2005   United Optical 
2006   Bryson Recycling 
2007   Botanic Inns 
2008   Medicare 

2009   Park Avenue Hotel 
2010    Heartsine 
2011     East Belfast Mission 
2012    Wastebeater 
2013    Duke of York 
2014    Keenan Seafood 

2015    Hastings Hotels 
2016    Kainos 
2017.   Argento 
2018.   Stellify Media 
2019.   Blk Box
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PAST WINNERS 
1997   Antrim Camógs 
1998   Fiona McKenna 
1999   Teresa Duffy 
2000   Damaen Kelly 
2001   St Gall's GAC 

2002   Donegal Celtic FC 
2003   Belfast's Special Olympians 
2004   Brian Reilly 
2005   Aisling Reilly 
2006   La Salle Boys’ School 
2007   Gort na Mona GAC 

2008   Paddy Barnes 
2009   Antrim Ladies Football Team 
2010    Our Commonwealth Boxers 
2011     Lámh Dhearg GAC 
2012    Paddy Barnes & Michael Conlon 
2013    Cliftonville FC 

2014    U19 St Genevieve's Girls Basketball  
2015    Michael Conlan 
2016   Immaculata FC 
2017    Sarsfields GAC 
2018    Willowbank F.C. 
2019.   Naomh Éanna CLG

THE LET’S GO HYDRO SPIRIT OF SPORT COVID HEROES AWARD

n  Cumann Spóirt an Phobail 
Cumann Spóirt an Phobail cooked up a storm as they delivered hot meals 
to some of the most vulnerable members of the community and provided 
them with sanitising packs including toilet rolls and hand gels, as well as 
necessities like bread and milk to help them through the Covid-19 crisis. 
Members of the club delivered four hot meals per week to just under 50 
people, totalling 752 in all, with the help of the Community Foundation 
and Halifax, while Stacks Restaurant in Glengormley supplied the meals. 
Club members delivered the meals and packs around Ballymurphy, 
Springhill and the greater Springfield area including Turf Lodge, New 
Barnsley and Dermot Hill and round by the Whiterock. 
While club members would have dearly loved to be out on the pitch at 
that time, they were more than happy to put something back into the 
community to help those most in need. 
Club volunteers have not just been delivering meals, but came up with 
different challenges to help keep the engagement with its members 
ongoing so people of all ages didn't feel isolated and remained part of the 
club while keeping active.

n  Ormeau Boxing/ Rosario FC/Bredagh GAC

n  O’Donovan Rossa GAC 
The West Belfast club went the extra mile in May with their 32 County Challenge 
to raise vital funds for St John Ambulance. It was to turn into a 34 County 
Challenge. Rossa members individually ran, walked and cycled each day and 
banked the miles as they went on a virtual tour of Ireland's county grounds, but 
having found themselves way ahead of schedule by the middle of their challenge, 
all involved decided to push on by managing to clock up enough miles to 
virtually reach Ruislip in London and then, just before the week-long deadline 
passed, managed to reach New York's Gaelic Park. 
The venture was the brainchild of the club's Health and Wellbeing Committee 
with ladies footballer Claire Brammeld identifying the opportunity to bring 
members together in a virtual sense despite social distancing being the order of 
the day, creating a united cause all could get behind to boost physical and 
mental wellbeing during lock-down. 
The overall winner was St John Ambulance, who had put out an appeal for 
support as it assists the NHS and Ambulance Service. St John Ambulance – a 
voluntary organisation – is present at all major sporting evenings including GAA 
games and their loss would be strongly felt, so thanks to the generosity of Rossa 
members and its supporters, over £8,000 was raised for this worthy cause.

They may represent different sporting codes in the south of the city, but 
Ormeau Boxing Club, Bredagh GAC and Rosario FC and Youth Centre formed a 
united front this summer in order to help the community during the Covid-19 
crisis. The three clubs joined forces to advise their members of the dangers of 
the virus and what they could do to help out the local community. 
Members of each club were on hand to carry out food deliveries to the most 
vulnerable, check on elderly neighbours and just have a chat with those who 
felt isolated from outside their front doors to ensure that nobody was left 
feeling alone during lockdown. They also teamed up with Ballynafeigh 
Apprentice Boys Flute Band to stock a local food bank and raise funds to 
ensure there was enough for those who needed it, ensuring their offer to help 
was visible to all by erecting banners along the Ormeau and Ravenhill roads to 
inform the community they were there to help if required. 
The partnership was typical of the community spirit that shone through during 
the darkest of times and proved that all three clubs have more than just sport 
in common.

n  Ardoyne GAC/Pearse's GAC
The North Belfast neighbours joined forces this year to help out the local 
Community Foodbank by raising funds, collecting items and distributing them 
to those most in need across the north of the city. 
Rivals on the pitch, the clubs once again highlighted the bond between them 
as they put their shoulders to the wheel to serve their community throughout 
the year, and continue to do so. 
Through fundraisers, they were able to purchase food and essentials they were 
able too donate to the Foodbank, with club members on hand to pack and 
distribute. 
The clubs continue to help out and have done so over Halloween and now into 
Christmas, once again going the extra mile for their community. 
It was a sad year for Gaels in the north of the city and beyond with the passing 
of Pearse's stalwart Michael O'Neill whose family also raised over £6000 for 
the Friends of the Cancer Centre, highlighting the vital contribution GAA clubs 
play in the life of the city.
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THE CONNECTED HEALTH COMMUNITY HEROES OF THE PANDEMIC AWARD
n  Ardoyne Youth Club 
 
From March 2020 a lot of organisations battled through the Covid-19 pandemic to deliver youth and 
community work. And Ardoyne Youth Club has been to the fore. Stephen Konrad spoke of how “We have 
thrived and the work we have delivered has been nothing short of outstanding.”  
“We continue to come up with creative initiatives, partnership working, online resources and getting ‘feet on 
the street’. We have been able to deliver a wide variety of work with a high level of quality. Throughout the 
pandemic the work we delivered in Ardoyne Youth Club has had a direct impact in over 2000-plus people,” he 
said. Ardoyne Youth Club have continued to carry out their vital work via online resources, offering one-to-one 
support with Covid protocols in place, offering crisis support face-to-face. The group has over 800 people 
involved in their extremely successful Struggle to Strength campaign as well as their online fitness and 
football skills classes. The Club is currently involved in their Christmas appeal to aid those most in need as the 
festive season approaches.  

n  Andersonstown Social Club 
 
From the outset of the Covid pandemic we, in the Andersonstown Social Club, have seen it as part of our 
responsibility to be to the fore in working with our community. ‘Is ionadaíocht don phobal óna dtagann sé é an 
ASC. Is iad na dúshlán a théann i bhfeidhm ar an phobal, dúshlán s’againn.’ (‘The ASC is representative of the 
community it comes from. The challenges that affect our community are our challenges.’)  
Even though the restrictions of ‘lockdown’ and his own medical situation prevented our lately deceased 
Chairperson, Bobby Storey, from being physically present, he nevertheless was the driving force in organising 
us to work with the rest of our community organisations, sports clubs and many local volunteers to identify 
and help the most vulnerable sections of our people. We delivered thousands of food parcels and other 
essentials to our elderly citizens and to those in need.  
Bobby and our staff helped set up a community-based hardship fund, to which the club, with the assistance of 
our members, has donated generously.  
We know that the sense of solidarity generated by this work was greatly appreciated and we are proud of that. 
Our community has always rallied around those most in need and this pandemic has brought out and reignited 
that sense of collectivity and caring that epitomise the ethos of ASC.  
Our ethos is community not profit. We willingly put the club and its resources at the disposal of the local 
community.  
When the club opens again, we wish to continue to serve the people of Andersonstown and of West Belfast in 
a safe and secure environment. We look forward to this.  
Ní neart go cur le chéile. Leanfaimid ar aghaidh le chéile. 

n  Grosvenor Community Centre 
Grosvenor Community Centre sprang into action in April 2020 and effectively ‘flipped’ services to meet community need 
generated by lockdown. The small staff team and inspirational volunteers refocused energies and commenced an emergency 
food and supply service to older and vulnerable persons in and around the Grosvenor estate, as well as to the wider based 
Filipino community, entitled ‘Overcome’. Grosvenor Community Centre is considered a ‘home’ to a diversity of people, the 
welcome provided is legendary and this inclusive approach was retrained on new operations during lockdown.  
Covid meant limitations to societal services, so in response to community ‘asks’, the organisation set about clearing sites, 
removing weeds and making communal spaces useable for families, as well as individual garden clear ups with ‘Plough 
Men’s Shed’. This very practical work meant a visual presence out and about, an uplift in area spirit and health benefits by 
reconnecting people to local spaces.  Flexibility and the organisation’s ability to listen to actual need were evidenced during 
lockdown. Grosvenor Community Centre hope that a light can be shone on the massive efforts by community and sports 
providers such as the Immaculata Football Club, Pinoy Sports Association and Plough Men’s Shed and groups engaged in 
the Greater Falls Neighbourhood Partnership. The organisation wishes to thank CAF and CFNI for supporting ‘Overcome’ 
but reserves the biggest thanks of all to the people of the area for keeping the faith during the challenging year of 2020. 

n  Linda Duffy, 174 Trust 
 
Linda Duffy is the disability co-ordinator with 
the 174 Trust Disability Project based in inner 
North Belfast.  
Linda works with children from ages five to 18 
with a range of severe physical and learning 
disabilities including autism and Down 
syndrome as well as children with challenging 
behavioural problems and life-limiting 
illnesses. 
Once Covid-19 lockdown started and the 
schools and respite provision closed, Linda 
knew this would have a huge impact on 
parents and carers. “As much as our parents 
love their children it was going to extremely 
difficult for our parents to have the children 
24/7 while stuck in the house,” she said.  
“In light of this and worrying about the kids 
and their carers, I took the decision to run two 
sessions per day over a five day period every 
week. This would allow us to run smaller 
groups over a longer period so as to ensure 
the safety of the children and the volunteers. 
“Our children, due to their disabilities, did not 
understand what was happening during Covid. 
The sessions were the one thing that stayed 
the same. The sessions also allowed the 
children that were verbal an opportunity to 
express their fears, with some children asking: 
‘When will Corona go away?’” 

PAST WINNERS 
1997   Brendan Bradley 
1998   Star Neighbourhood Centre 
1999   Frank Dempsey 
2000   Upper Andersonstown Comm Forum 
2001   Roden Street Inter-Community Project 

2002   Bernie McConnell 
2003   Impact 
2004   Falls Community Council 
2005   Springhill Community House 
2006   West Belfast Suicide Awareness Group 
2007   Windsor Women’s Centre 

2008   Sandy Row Community Forum 
2009   LORAG 
2010    Suffolk Lenadoon Interface Group  
2011    Greater Dunmurry  
           Positive Relations Partnership 
2012   Upper Andersonstown Community 

Forum 
2013   World Police and Fire Games 
2014   Newington Housing Association 
2015   Newington Day Centre 
2016   Wildflower Alley 
2017    Blackie River Centre 

2018    FÉILE 30 
2019.  Save Our Sunflower Campaign

n  LORAG 
 
LORAG is a needs-led, grassroots 
community organisation who developed 
a service approach over the pandemic to 
provide for those most in need and 
vulnerable within the Lower Ormeau and 
wider South Belfast community. The 
community response was fuelled by staff 
and volunteers and focused on three key 
elements – nutrition and wellbeing, 
reducing impact of poverty/pandemic 
and social connection.  
  
LORAG delivered immediate responses in 
'Good Morning' phonecalls to isolated 
elderly and vulnerable, hot meals each 
week for those living alone and food 
parcels support for families. This led to 
further creativity in delivery of services 
with online parent and toddler, walking 
groups, online fitness and art and 
cooking programmes at home. LORAG'S 
aim over this period has been to ensure 
services continue and they are led by the 
needs of the community.
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THE AISLING AWARDS GUEST OF HONOR

n  Simon Coveney TD, Minister for Foreign Affairs 
 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon Coveney, will be the guest speaker at this 
Thursday’s Aisling Awards. 
  
The 24th Annual Virtual Aisling Awards this year will honour the Unsung Heroes of the 
Pandemic and will be broadcast live into homes across Belfast from 7pm on Thursday 10 
December with compere Barra Best. 
  
The awards will honour our brightest and best in education, sport, the arts, Gaeilge, 
community and business in what was a most challenging of years – and look out for our 
special Urban Villages People’s Choice Award. 
  
Simon Coveney – who is currently deeply involved in trade talks between the EU and UK 
– joins a long list of previous guest speakers at the awards night that includes Presidents 
of Ireland Michael D Higgins and Mary McAleese, Taoiseach Enda Kenny, John Hume, 
Martin McGuinness and Black Civil Rights leader Rev Jesse Jackson. 
  
The Deputy Leader of Fine Gael, Mr Coveney was previously Tánaiste and Minister for 
Agriculture. He led the Irish government in the talks to re-establish the power-sharing 
Executive at Stormont last year. 
  
Speaking last week before the British government rejected calls for an independent 
public inquiry into the 1989 murder of solicitor Pat Finucane, he said an inquiry would 
represent a “big step forward” in addressing the past in the north of Ireland.

T: 028 9692 2657

W: connected-health.co.uk/work-with-us

Connected

BECOME A LOCAL HERO

CARE FOR OTHERS IN YOUR COMMUNITY

JOIN OUR TEAM
      FULL-TIME & PART-TIME ROLES 

      FULL TRAINING PROVIDED

      UNIFORM & PPE

Apply Today

Aisling Awards Advert 2020.indd   1 04/12/2020   09:30

To watch the event live, you need to register 
online via banner at www.belfastmedia.com
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THE URBAN VILLAGES COVID HERO AWARD – THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE

PAST WINNERS 
2018    St Patricks Soup Kitchen 2019.  South Belfast Alternatives – Youth Action Partnership (YAP) 

n  Footprints 
Women’s Centre, 
Colin 

Eileen Wilson is nominated 
for her role in leading the 
community response to 
Covid-19. She ensured that 
high-need and vulnerable 
families received regular 
weekly essential food 
support. Eileen continues to 
go over and above for her 
local community.

n  Market 
Development Asscn, 
South Belfast 
 
The Market Development Association 
are nominated for the help and 
support they provided to the 
community throughout pandemic. 
Fresh food packs, toiletries and other 
essentials for the elderly and 
vulnerable, and utility and shopping 
vouchers for families struggling to 
adapt to the sudden change in 
circumstances were provided.

n  Walkway 
Community Centre, 
East Belfast 
 
Caitriona McCabe is  nominated for 
continuing to provide an inclusive, 
capacity building programme 
supporting young mums and young 
men in lower East Belfast and Short 
Strand. During the pandemic her 
work has been an invaluable support 
especially for the young mums who 
have found the whole experience 
very stressful.

n  North Belfast 
Advice Partnership 
 
Sinead McKinley is nominated for the 
outstanding work she does for the 
North Belfast Urban Village 
community. Sinead offered support 
for families and organisations, 
providing vital benefits advice, and 
she has been instrumental in 
supporting the 'school uniform swap 
shop', food banks, Christmas 
hampers and meals for families 
during lockdown.

Connec琀ng People and Places

The Urban Villages Ini琀a琀ve is shaped and 
delivered in partnership with local
communi琀es.

It is inves琀ng in the 昀ve Urban Village areas 
across Belfast and Derry~Londonderry 
by suppor琀ng community led projects 
to improve good rela琀ons outcomes and 
create thriving places.

Good luck to the Finalists in the  
‘Urban Villages Covid Hero’ Award:

• Footprints Women’s Centre  
(Colin Urban Village Area)

• Walkway Community Associa琀on  
(East Belfast Urban Village Area)

• Markets Development Associa琀on  
(South Belfast Urban Village Area)

• North Belfast Advice Partnership  
(North Belfast Urban Village Area)

The Urban Villages Ini琀a琀ve is a good 
rela琀ons programme under the Together: 
Building a United Community (T:BUC) 
Strategy.  

    

@urbanvillagesni
#ThrivingPlaces | #Be琀erTogether
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THE OPEN UNIVERSITY AISLING AWARDS PERSON OF THE YEAR

Ag fíorú na haislinge le 30 bliain anuas 
Realising the vision since 1991

Ag fíorú na haislinge le 30 bliain anuas 
Realising the vision since 1991

n  Pat Cullen, Director, RCN Northern Ireland 
 
Pat comes from Carrickmore in Co. Tyrone and was educated at the Loreto Convent in 
Omagh.  
 
Pat joined the Royal College of Nursing in 2016 as Operations Manager and was 
appointed Director of RCN Northern Ireland in May 2019. 
 
In a career that has spanned both hospital and community settings, Pat was Assistant 
Director of Mental Health Services and Professional Head of Nursing in a local health 
care trust before joining the Department of Health as Nursing Officer in 2001. During this 
time she led the commissioning of the first Medium Secure Unit in Northern Ireland and 
the first Department of Health standards for clinical supervision in mental health 
nursing.  
 
Following this, Pat took on various roles in commissioning before being appointed 
Deputy Director of Nursing, Safety, Quality and Patient Experience in the Public Health 
Agency (PHA) and Health and Social Care Board (HSCB). During this time, Pat led the 
development of the first safety and quality strategy in Northern Ireland and established 
the 10,000 Voices project which collected patient voices in order to drive commissioning 
decisions.  
 
Pat was then seconded as Executive Director of Nursing and Allied Health Professions 
within the Public Health Agency and Health and Social Care Board. Before joining the 
RCN, Pat, on behalf of the Department of Health, led the commissioning and 
performance management arrangements for unscheduled care services.  
 
During her first year of office as Director of RCN Northern Ireland, Pat led the first-ever 
strike action taken by the Royal College of Nursing in its 103-year history. This resulted in 
nursing staff achieving pay parity with their counterparts in England and Wales and the 
commitment of the Northern Ireland Executive to deliver safe nurse staffing legislation 
for Northern Ireland.  
 
In addition to her extensive career experience, Pat is also a registered psychotherapist.  
 
• See full story on Page 14 of Andersonstown News 
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BY MICHAEL JACKSON 
m.jackson@belfastmedia.com 

FOUR grassroots organisations have been shortlisted for the 2020 Gaeilge 
Aisling Awards – Gradaim na hAislinge – for promoting the Irish language and 
keeping spirits high during the Covid-19 pandemic.  
This year’s awards, dedicated to the 'Unsung Heroes of the Pandemic', will be 
presented at a groundbreaking virtual gala on December 10. 

The shortlist for the Coinnigh an Misneach/Keep Hope Alive Award for the 
Irish language, sponsored by Foras na Gaeilge, has been whittled down to the 
following four:  
n Áras Mhic Reachtain — Successfully remodelled North Belfast Irish language 
summer school for web audience. Scoil Samhraidh agus imeachtaí arlíne. 
n Cultúrlann McAdam Ó Fiaich — For their packed online programme and 
festivals in response to pandemic. Scoth imeachtaí gan staonadh le linn na 
paindéime.  
n Glór na Móna — Among the key drivers of Ar Scáth a Chéile pandemic 
fightback in Upper Springfield. Ag croí-lár an phobail le linn na géarchéime.  
n Ionad Uíbh Eachach — Launched a range of classes and initiatives to battle 
pandemic blues. Ranganna agus fiontair Ghaeilge ar leith.  

Looking forward to the 2020 Aisling Awards, Foras na Gaeilge CEO Seán Ó 
Coinn,  commented: “The growth of the Irish language in the community has 
been Foras na Gaeilge’s main focus since its establishment 20 years ago. 

“During those 20 years our priority has been to ensure that the development 
of the Irish language at community level has continued, and we are delighted 
to support Gradaim na hAislinge in a year when community support has never 
been more important.  

 “The Irish language is an integral part of community life and society in 
Belfast, and increasingly so throughout the north. This year Irish-language 
groups responded to the challenges presented by Covid-19, and adapted their 
events to cope with the pandemic and the restrictions.  

“The 2020 shortlisted groups are well known to us, and, as proud funders of 
an Chultúrlann, Ionad Uíbh Eachach, Glór na Móna and Áras Mhic Reachtain, 
it is no surprise to Foras na Gaeilge that they have been at the forefront of 
efforts in Belfast to support the Irish-language community.  

“These groups have been pioneers for decades responding to the needs of 
their communities and advancing the Irish language agenda.”

Celebrating the Irish 
language community

Sinéad Nic Colaim and Gráinne Ní Ghilín are looking forward to the gala online event

 SHOP SAFE | SHOP BELFAST 

THE COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS IS ON AND THERE’S STILL TIME TO DISCOVER 

PERFECT HAND-PICKED GIFTS FROM UNIQUE FAMILY-RUN SHOP S AND STORES.

 Belfast 
Believes 



  THE 2020 AISLING AWARDS 13

THE TG4 AISLING AWARDS ROLL OF HONOUR
n  Fergus Ó hÍr
Outgoing Raidió Fáilte manager Fergus Ó hÍr is set 
receive the prestigious Roll of Honour Award at the 
2020 Aisling Awards Online Gala for a lifetime of 
service to the community.  

The award is in recognition of Fergus’s 
immeasurable impact as political and community 
activist over the years. 

Originally from Ardoyne, Fergus moved to West 
Belfast as a young child and over his career 
immersed himself in the Irish language community.  

In October, he announced that he was stepping 
down as manager of Belfast’s Irish language 
community radio station, Raidió Fáilte, which he 
helped found in the 1990s.  

The multi-award-winning station has gone from 
strength to strength since undergoing a major 
relaunch under Fergus’s stewardship in 2006.  

Fergus and his pioneering team at Raidió Fáilte 
reached another major milestone in 2018 when the 
station moved into a new £1.8 million state-of-the 
art building in Divis Street.  

While many will rightly identify Fergus’ tireless 
efforts on behalf of the Irish language community, 
he cut his teeth, in earnest, as member of the Civil 
Rights movement in the 1960s. 

Having left Belfast to study at UCD, he would 
regularly travel back north to take part in 
demonstrations and was among the membership of 
the radical student political organisation, People’s 
Democracy.  As the nature of the Troubles shifted 

and internment was introduced in 1971, Fergus 
helped set up the Political Hostages Release 
Committee, which he served as chairperson. 

He later became a defender of political status for 
prisoners and became involved in the National H-
Block Armagh Committee. 

In 1981, he was elected to Belfast City Council as 
a representative of People’s Democracy. The 
election saw him defeat former SDLP leader Gerry 
Fitt, who was a sitting MP and Councillor at the 
time. 

His involvement in the Irish language community 
saw him become the first ever Principal of 
Meánscoil Feirste (Coláiste Feirste) in the early 
1990s.  Amongst his achievements, of which there 
are many, Fergus is also a singer, traditional music 
pioneer, published author and photographer.  

Speaking ahead of the Aisling Awards, he paid 
tribute to all of those who have made his work 
possible.  

“It’s a big honour, but none of these feats, 
whether it’s Raidió Fáilte, the Meánscoil, or 
anything else comes about as a result of one 
person,” he said. “There are teams involved in all of 
these scenarios, and obviously without them we 
wouldn’t be as far on as we are, but it is a huge 
honour.” 

Reflecting on his pending retirement, Fergus said 
he is “looking forward to the next phase” but hopes 
to keep busy in the time ahead. 

PAST WINNERS 
2003   Professor Henry Halliday 
2004   The Filipino Nurses of Belfast 
2005   Joe Higgins TD 
2006   Gearóid Ó Cairealláin 

2007   The Holland Family 
2008   Cllr Ian Adamson 
2009   Alan McBride  
2010    The Macmillan Nurses 
2011     Baroness May Blood 

2012    Fr Des Wilson 
2013    Linda Ervine 
2014    Very Rev John Mann,  
            Dean of Belfast (Black Santa) 
2015    Pride 

2016     Bap Kennedy 
2017    Joby Fox  
2018    NIFRS 
2019.  Deirdre Walsh, Whiterock Children’s Centre

“What I hear from those who have taken this step 
is that you quite often end up busier than you ever 
were with various projects, and already a number 
of people have approached me,” he revealed. 

“We’ll see how it goes.  I’ll hopefully get some 
time to sit down, but all being well I hope I’ll be kept 
busy at some level or other.” 

As for Raidió Fáilte, he said: “I think it will go well 
with the new building and the team, between full-
time workers and strong volunteers, who have 
helped make the station what it is. 

“It allows the station to be a real voice for the 
community because it’s members of the community 
who are making this possible.”
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COVID CERTIFIED SOLUTIONS 
FOR ALL BUSINESSES

MERCURY SECURITY & FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
Mercury House  Lissue Industrial Estate West  7 Portman Business Park  Lisburn  Co Antrim  Northern Ireland  BT28 2XF

T: +44 (0)28 9262 0510  F: +44 (0)28 9262 2438  W: www.msfm.biz

The 13th Annual Aisling Awards 2009 were held in the Europa Hotel Belfast. Pictured are Frank 
Cullen Mercury Security Management, Christine Quinn, President and Speaker of the New York 
City Council, Councillor Tom Hartley and Dr Ian Adamson (RIP)

Thanks for the Aisling Memories...

President Mary McAleese presents the Aisling Person of the Year 2008 award to 
Martin McGuinness (RIP)

Jesse Jackson at the 2004 Aisling Awards

The 2008 Aisling Awards held in the Europa Hotel Belfast. 
Pictured are Siobhan Scullion from Molly's Yard, John 

D'Arcy, Jackie D'Arcy and Owen Scullion Hilden Brewery Person of the Year 2012 Fr Aidan Troy in Ardoyne
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®

Official Sponsor of 
Antrim GAA & LGFA

Sales | Lettings | Management | Commercial

Congratulations to all the 
Aisling Award Nominees
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