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June 2nd - 3rd, 2016
Fordham University, Lowenstein Building, 

12th Floor Lounge, 113 W 60th St, Manhattan, NY
The Seventh Annual New York-New Belfast conference will take place at the prestigious

Fordham University – Lincoln Center. The conference will spotlight the bridges of progress and
prosperity being built between the citizens of the two great cities of New York and Belfast,

looking optimistically to the future while celebrating our shared past.

Belfast’s delegation of community, cultural and business leaders will meet with their New York
counterparts to discuss investment, embedding the peace, tourism, the arts and how they can

work together to the mutual benefit of our peoples.



A
s President of the American Irish
Legislators Society of New York
State, it is a privilege to be a part of

the 7th Annual New York - New Belfast
Connect Conference. This gathering

provides a unique opportunity for
deepening the already strong ties
between New York and Belfast, and I am
delighted to be a part of it. 

Our Society was formed over forty

years ago by Members of the State
Legislature with not only a shared Irish
ancestry, but with a dedication to
maintain and preserve our Irish heritage
and culture. We continue today with over

fifty members who remain dedicated to
the goal of preserving our proud Celtic
heritage through the promotion of causes
and groups who share these interests.

This year's conference will surely be
even more special as commemorations of
the 100th Anniversary of the Easter Rising
take place around the world, including a
memorable ceremony in Battery Park on
April 24th. The efforts of the brave men
and women who were part of those
historic events are truly deserving of our
celebration. 

Undoubtedly, this conference will
serve to advance the growing
relationship between Northern Ireland
and the United States. As Belfast
continues to develop as a destination for
business, cinema, industry, and tourism,
it has become abundantly clear that not
only is it a city on the rise, but is
deserving of accolades for the progress
that has been made in the last several
decades. The opportunity for New York's
business & civic leaders to develop new
connections with Belfast in these sectors
is more appealing than ever, and it is
through this gathering that the
foundations of these partnerships are
laid. 

Once again I would like to reiterate
how pleased I am to be a part of the New
York - New Belfast Conference this year.
The connection between Ireland and New
York is one that continues to grow,
therefor on behalf of the American Irish
Legislators Society; I want you to know
that we look forward to growing this
connection in the future. 
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Conference offers unique opportunity

NI's emerging investment opportunities

Assemblyman Michael J. Cusick, President of the American Irish Legislators Society of New York State . 

N
orthern Ireland is home to many
of the most successful busi-
nesses in the world’s most

dynamic sectors. From aerospace
design and manufacturing to renew-
ables and energy - Northern Ireland
delivers for investors. A couple of facts
to highlight the point:  25% of the
world’s full-scale marine energy
devices have been developed, tested
or manufactured in Northern Ireland.
Meanwhile Belfast is one of the
world’s top destination for financial
services technology investment proj-
ects. 

The region also has a growing repu-
tation for innovation and excellence in
many areas including cyber security,
ICT and electronics. Over 100 global
technology companies including IBM
and Intel have already established
operations here - while in life and
health sciences we have a strong track
record in delivering innovative
research, products and services. 

So why have over 800 international
companies employing over 75,000
people chosen Northern Ireland?
Importantly, why have over 80% of

them reinvested here or plan to
expand?

In all probability there’s no single
definitive reason. Most inward invest-
ment projects are won on a combina-
tion of factors and Northern Ireland
scores highly on those that matter. For
example businesses in Northern
Ireland have benefited greatly from
the government’s drive to make the UK
a top location for international busi-
ness. 

While the UK already has one of the
most competitive tax regimes in the
world, the government continues to
reinforce its low tax policy commit-
ment for business. This includes a
highly attractive personal tax regime
for workers at all levels, entrepreneurs
and investors which is now far superi-
or to many other locations also com-
peting for FDI. 

The tax offering within Northern
Ireland will be further enhanced with
the introduction of a regional 12.5%
corporation tax rate now expected
from 1 April 2018.Add a highly educat-
ed workforce and a pro-business envi-
ronment and you have a winning com-

bination that’s of strong appeal. A
young, highly educated, skilled and
flexible workforce is another major
benefit. 
Delivering for international investors,
state of the art communications infra-
structure and connectivity at a very
competitive cost also help position

Northern Ireland as a highly attractive
option within the sterling currency
zone. 

These are just some of the reasons
why so many international businesses,
entrepreneurs, and innovators choose
Northern Ireland.

Johnny Hanna
Head of Tax at KPMG

Northern Ireland.

Jason McCaughey
Partner | Tax | KPMG New York.
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By Ray O’Hanlon
rohanlon@irishecho.com

A
s Taoiseach Enda Kenny added a Washington,
D.C. bookmark to 1916 commemorations last
month, the United States Senate duly responded

with a resolution marking the centenary and affirming
the “special ties” between the United States and
Ireland.
The bipartisan resolution, S.469, was guided into the

record by Senators Patrick Leahy, Mitch McConnell and
Edward Markey.
The Senate salute to a relationship between two

nations that could hardly be closer was a match for an
earlier House of Representatives resolution, H. Res. 716,
which also paid homage to 1916, highlighted “deep and
abiding ties” between the two countries and looked
forward to an even closer, more cooperative,
relationship in the years ahead.
H. Res. 716 started off with one sponsor’s name at

the top: Representative Peter King. 
Suffice it to say, King knew of which he wrote.
The Republican congressman from New York’s 2nd

District has been immersed in Ireland and Irish
concerns for decades, and now stands at the pinnacle
of the Irish American political pantheon, a position he
shares with an elite group of Capitol Hill colleagues.

And in this standout year, the man who was once
given the cold shoulder by both the Irish and British
governments - this because of his pushback against the
official view of the Northern Ireland Troubles - carries
the title of Irish Echo Irish American of the Year.
In truth, there are quite a few years in which the

honor could have been conferred.
Being a pushback kind of politician is no deterrent in

Irish eyes.
Pete King is that, and a lot more besides, as a look

back at his congressional career illustrates.
He is a conservative Republican when it comes to

most domestic issues, but has ranked Bill Clinton as
one of his closest political friends.
King backed John McCain for the GOP nomination

way back in 2000, even after ridiculing McCain’s stance
on campaign finance reform.
He was one of the first politicians to use the words

“tone deaf” in describing then candidate George W.
Bush’s political style.
He voted against impeaching President Bill Clinton.
He was for years dogged by charges that he was soft

on terrorism because he would not join the chorus of
condemnation of the IRA.
He is today one of the most vociferous members of

Congress when it comes to backing the war against
terrorism - anywhere in the world where it rears its
head.
He was once accused of having blood on his hands by
a British ambassador to Washington because of his
refusal to disown the IRA’s campaign.
In recent years, his hands were stained green as he

held sway over a mountainous wad of federal anti-terror
dollars from his perch atop the House Committee on
Homeland Security, a chairmanship he relinquished
due to term limits.
While politicians are usually lauded for their

willingness to shoot from the hip, Pete King has taken
his rhetorical firepower to a new level.
He shoots from both hips, usually on full automatic.
Donald Trump, the presidential nominee of King’s

own party, and Senator Ted Cruz, who wanted to be the
nominee, are but a pair of recent targets.

Sometimes, as he fires away, King hits his own foot. 
Sometimes he growls, but is really having everyone

on a bit. 
More often than not, though, he is deadly serious

because his A list of issues tends to fall into the
category of serious.
“He says and means what he says — a rare trait in

Washington,” was New York Newsday’s view of King at
one point along the congressman’s political road.
And there was this from the New York Daily News:

“Straight talk is King’s strength. He is the one
congressman with his head on straight and his
patriotism intact.”
Long Islander King, first elected to the House in 1992,

and today representing New York’s 2nd Congressional
District A rework in part from his old 3rd District) is
seen as happily plowing his political furrow into yet
another election contest in November.
It’s a furrow that goes all the way back to 1981 and

New York City-born King’s arrival on the political stage
when he was appointed to the vacant post of Nassau
County Comptroller.
Right from the start, King signaled that his political

activity would not begin and end with the fiscal affairs
of his Long Island bailiwick, nor indeed that his political
expounding would be confined to podiums on literal
stages.
At one point he would expound from the back of a

flatbed truck on a windswept Manhattan street, this
back in the days when Capitol Hill seemed as remote a
prospect as Belfast’s Black Mountain.
It was March of 1989 and Comptroller King was

valiantly keeping up the GOP’s end outside the offices
of the New York Times.
King was surrounded by Democrats, including the

legendary Paul O’Dwyer, and was piling on his mostly
unwitting party’s share of opprobrium as a result of the
paper’s failure to even mention the murder of Belfast
lawyer Pat Finucane.
During the 1980s, Comptroller King, son of Irish

immigrant Democrats, more often than not found
himself alone in the company of Democrats, lots of
them, when the event was devoted to Northern Ireland.
But he was an easy fit. And he didn’t have to rely on

anyone for his cue.
If anything, King was often the leading authority in

the room having gone to Northern Ireland long before
the era of congressional delegations to learn of the
situation at particularly close hand, and from both
Republicans and Loyalists.
His first foray into the North of the Troubles was in

1981, the ink on his comptroller business card still wet.
The particular spur for the visit was the growing debate
on the use of plastic bullets.
King himself would later recount that he had no

sooner returned to Long Island when he was
summoned to the office of Nassau County Republican
leader, Joe Margiotta. 
As King later recalled it, the meeting was cordial, but

had a very specific edge to it. 
Margiotta had received a phone call from William

Casey, then director of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
Casey, well known as an anglophile, was a Nassau

County native who clearly still had some time for affairs
on the home turf. 
Margiotta relayed Casey’s deep concern to King

regarding some of the individuals King had met during
his North visit.
King, evidently, had been under surveillance while

doing the rounds of both communities. 

King was told by Margiotta that Casey took the view
that some of the contacts he had made in Belfast were
"dangerous people," and that meeting with them was
not in the greater interests of the GOP, particularly with
local elections looming. King later recalled that Casey’s
warning, as relayed through Margiotta, was on the lines
that the budding politician simply didn’t know what
kind of people he was dealing with.
King, of course, took no heed and continued on his

way, plowing his very singular furrow. 
That way would lead to the door of the U.S. House of

Representatives, a far bigger pulpit from which to let fly.
And let fly over the years King certainly has.
But it is also worthy of note that King has been

something of a conciliatory voice in his party on issues
of Irish American concern.
Traditionally, many among the more active American

Irish, and for sure the Irish government, would first turn
to Democrats when it came to seeking support on a
matter considered to be important.
But over time, Congressman King would become a

go-to politician for the Irish and his time in Congress,
most especially the 1990s, was to witness the
emergence of other Republicans ready to carry the can
on Irish issues, not least James Walsh, Chris Smith and
the late Ben Gilman.
King now co-chairs the Friends of Ireland grouping in

Congress and is seen as a veritable font of wisdom as a
result of all his years both talking the talk and walking
the walk.
While snubbed by Irish officialdom when he led the

1985 New York St. Patrick’s Day Parade as Grand
Marshal, King, back in March of this year, was co-leader
of a co-del. – that being a congressional delegation
which was hosted in Dublin by the Irish government for
the official 1916 centenary commemoration.
It was an Easter commemoration held in a time of

peace in Ireland, a peace that Peter King helped bring
about by giving time, lots of it, to those who forged that
peace.
The Republican named King has come a long way.

And he has a ways to go yet. 
Along that winding political furrow.

Pete King’s at the top of his Irish game

Congressman Peter King speaking at the 2016 Irish Echo
Law and Order Awards.
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© 2016 KPMG, an Irish partnership

At the heart of
business in Ireland



In this historic year of the anniversary of the 1916 Ester Rising, in the
midst of a decade of centenaries, The James Connolly Interpretive
Centre to be located in Belfastʼs Falls Road in the heart of The
Gaeltacht Quarter will capture the uniqueness of an adopted son of
NYC and Belfast, James Connolly, the champion of Belfast workers,
the devout anti sectarian activist, the champion of womenʼs rights and
the founder of the International Workers Union here in the US.

The James Connolly Interpretive Centre will forge new links and
synergies with New York and Belfast and become a must see stop on
the Belfast trail.

We look forward to welcoming you ….

www.visitwestbelfast.com

The James Connolly
Interpretive Centre

Belfast
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BELFAST

DUBLIN

International impact...

...from across the  
island of Ireland

DUBLIN BELFAST LONDON NEW YORK PALO ALTOSAN FRANCISCO www.algoodbody.com

A&L Goodbody has advised on the most significant deals across 
the island of Ireland. This experience ideally positions our Dublin 
and Belfast offices to assist the international legal and business 
community as they interact with Ireland.

Julian Yarr,  
Managing Partner
IFSC, North Wall Quay,   
Dublin 1
E: jyarr@algoodbody.com
T: +353 1 649 2000

Mark Thompson,  
Head of Belfast Office
42/46 Fountain Street,  
Belfast BT1 5EF
E: mthompson@algoodbody.com
T: +44 28 9072 7591

For more information on how we can assist your business  
please contact: 

IRELAND’S  
MOST 

INNOVATIVE 
LAW FIRM

EUROPEAN LAW 
FIRM OF THE 

YEAR 2015

IRELAND LAW 
FIRM OF THE 

YEAR 2016

All Bemis Healthcare Packaging Associates are honored to be chosen for and
proudly support the Irish Echo Index 50

Bemis Healthcare Packaging

Bemis.
Committed 
to Your 
Success.
Our Vision:

“Passionate commitment 
to the growth and success 
of our customers will 
make Bemis the clear 
choice for inspired 
packaging solutions.”
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Maurice Barron
Maurice was born in
Kilmacthomas in Co.
Waterford and moved to
New York in 2005 after
finishing a Masters
Degree in Electronic
Commerce & Business
and an Undergraduate
Degree in Commerce at
University College Cork.
Initially he worked for a

small start up which built custom CMS/E-
Commerce solutions. After gaining hands on
experience building these types of web
applications he moved onto a technical PM role at
Usablenet, a mobile and multi-channel experience
tech company.  As this company trebled in size
over the space of 6 months,  he took on a product
role where he headed up the development of in-
store kiosks for some of the largest retailers in
the UK such as Marks & Spencer, Tesco and John
Lewis.

After 3 years, Maurice used this experience to
move onto a Product Manager role for Borderfree,
a global expansion partner for retailers. There he
worked on the development of a new system to
allow Borderfree hub operations to process tens
of thousands of parcels each day and reduce the
overall cost and time of shipping products to
every country in the world.

After Borderfree went public in 2014, Maurice
moved onto his current role at Tapad, a marketing
technology firm renowned for its breakthrough
cross-device solutions, to be the Director of
Solution Engineering for Tapads media division.
Maurice and his team are responsible for
supporting Tapad's media and DSP business
across the US. He is also part of the Tapad team
who have built their latest product offering TV
pulse which ties traditional linear television
advertisements through traditional broadcast
campaigns to digital marketing efforts.

Maurice is also one of the founders and
current chairman of the Manhattan Gaels,
Manhattans first Gaelic football team, which has
both mens and ladies team who compete in the
New York Senior Football championship and
works to promote traditional Irish sports and
culture in New York. Maurice was also a board
member of IN-NYC for 2 years

He currently lives In Jersey city with his
wonderful wife Kandice and their rescue puppy
Jane Fonda. 

Jayne Brady
Jayne joined Kernel
Capital 2013 having held
a Senior Executive role in
Kernel Capital portfolio
company since 2007.
Jayne’s investment focus
is ICT, Telecoms and
Engineering. Jayne is
currently Chairman of the
Institute of Engineering

and Technology in Northern Ireland (2013/2014),
and holds and has held a number of advisory and
board roles with organisations focused on
economic and social development.

Jayne’s career has involved leadership
positions with both multinationals and start-ups,
across a variety of operational and executive
roles. Jayne has lived and worked in culturally
and politically complex environments in a variety
of global locations including Europe, China, India
and North America. Roles have included
international sales, business development,
corporate due diligence and ownership of a range
of cross functional technical projects of scale.

Michael Breen
Michael K. Breen is a
partner at Price Meese
Shulman & D’Arminio,
P.C., a prominent law firm
based in Woodcliff Lake,
New Jersey.  He is also
the founder and Chair of
the Board for Mary's Gift
Irish Language
Foundation, a 501(c)(3)
charity supporting Irish

language immersion schools in the north of
Ireland (www.marysgift.org).  A citizen of both the
United States and Ireland, Mike is active in many
other Irish-American organizations.  He also
serves on the Board of Trustees for Dominican
College, a four-year private college in Orangeburg,
New York.  He lives with his wife and three
children in Upper Saddle River, New Jersey.

Ben Chrenlich
Ben Chrnelich is Executive Vice President and
IPC’s Chief Financial Officer. He is responsible for
all aspects of finance, treasury, investor relations
and financial strategy.

Ben previously served as
a Managing Director at
MSCI, where he led
global financial planning
and analysis. Prior to
MSCI, he was Senior Vice
President and Chief
Financial Officer of NYSE
Technologies. Ben has
worked with many
leading investment
banks, market centers

and financial technology organizations, with prior
leadership positions at Lehman Brothers, Charles
Schwab and PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Ben is a member of the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants and is the National
Board Chair of America SCORES, the largest after-
school soccer, literacy and service-learning
program in the United States.

He earned a BS in Accounting from Lehigh
University and an MBA from the University of
Notre Dame. In his free time, Ben enjoys coaching
his daughters’ travel soccer teams.

Ben Collins 
Ben Collins is the
Regional Director Wales
and Northern Ireland for
RICS, a professional body
that accredits
118,000professionals
within the land, property
and construction sectors
worldwide. He previously
worked in a number of

government relations roles in Scotland and
Northern Ireland.

Since 2014 he has been licensed as an
Attorney-at-Law in New York State. He holds an
MBA and MSC in Political Communication &
Public Affairs, both from Ulster University and a
Law degree with honours from the University of
Dundee. Member of New York City, New York
State and American Bar Associations.

He is a passionate supporter of Ulster Rugby
and Everton FC. Enjoys reading all types of books
and going to the gym. Married with two daughters
and lives in his home city of Belfast.

Harry Connolly
Harry Connolly is from
Ballymurphy in West
Belfast. He attended St
Aidan’s Primary School,
CBS Glen Road and
George Williams
University College in
London.  Harry worked for
a number of years in
youth and community
development across the

greater Belfast area and continues to maintain
links with youth organisations such as Challenge
for Youth and he sits on the board of the Terry
Enright Foundation.

In recent years, Harry has been to the fore in
raising the profile of West Belfast as a must see
tourist destination. He is the Tourism
Development Coordinator at Fáilte Feirste Thiar
with the responsibility for developing West
Belfast’s Tourism offering and building
sustainable tourism infrastructure.  He works
closely with key stakeholders in the local tourism
and hospitality industry such as Féile an Phobail,
Coiste, An Chultúrlann etc.  2014 is an exciting
year for Harry as he introduces World Host to
West Belfast and beyond.

Harry has travelled to Europe and the USA
promoting and showcasing West Belfast to the
rest of the world! Under his leadership new
dynamic partnerships have been established with
international tour operators, industry experts and
national tourism bodies.  Harry will marry his
fiancé Louise this June and are proud parents to
one son Harry Óg.

Gemma Crothers 
Gemma has ten plus years’
experience in the IT
industry.  She currently
leads Kainos’ Tech
Outreach programme, a
Corporate Social
Responsibility initiative
designed to inspire kids,
empower teachers and
influence policy makers to

improve digital literacy in schools.   The IT industry
is booming worldwide and Gemma is passionate
about enabling the next generation of young people
to become creators of Technology, providing them
with Education and employment opportunities.
Previously,  Gemma worked across a wide range of
Enterprise IT Project roles, gaining a wealth of
experience in Consultancy and Business
development during her eight years in Kainos

Elizabeth Crowley
In 2008, NYC Council
Member Elizabeth S.
Crowley became the first
woman and first
Democrat elected to
represent the 30th
Council District - covering
the Queens
neighborhoods of
Glendale, Maspeth,
Middle Village,

Ridgewood, Woodside and Woodhaven. For over 5
years, she has served as Chair of the Committee
on Fire & Criminal Justice Services, which
oversees the Fire Department, Department of
Correction, Department of Probation, Office of
Emergency Management, and the Criminal
Justice Coordinator’s Office. From March 2014 to
2016, Council Member Crowley served as Co-Chair
of the Council’s Women’s Caucus.

Council Member Crowley also sits on the
committees on Civil Service and Labor;
Community Development; Cultural Affairs and
Libraries; Mental Health, Developmental Disability,
Alcoholism, Drug Abuse and Disability Services;
and Women's Issues.

Daniel Dromm
District 25, Council
Member Democrat. Chair
of Committee on
Education. Daniel Dromm
was elected to the New
York City Council in 2010
as the representative for
District 25, Jackson
Heights and Elmhurst.

Robbie
Fitzpatrick
Robert Fitzpatrick was
appointed Chief Executive
of the Odyssey Trust
Company Ltd (OTC) on
the 4th June 2007.  He
reports directly to the
Chairman (Brian Burke)
and the Board of OTC Ltd
who are the owners of

Odyssey.
Robert has over 20 years’ experience in leisure

and property management sectors.  He has
acquired, developed and restructured businesses
continually adding value to the overall business
performance.

Robert is a keen sportsman and has run a
number of big city marathons including Boston
and New York.  He is also an avid music fan as
well as being a studious lover of history and
related matters.

Steve Hagwell
Hagwell was named
Commissioner by the
ECAC Hockey athletics
administrators in March
2005 after serving in an
acting role beginning
April 2004.
In his role as

commissioner, Hagwell
oversees the overall
management and

operation of ECAC Hockey, including, but not
limited to league scheduling, finances, officiating,
championships and sponsorship fulfillment.

Hagwell joined the ECAC in August 1999, and
was named Associate Commissioner for hockey in
2000. In that role, he oversaw the day-to-day
operations of the Divisions I and III leagues and
served as the liaison to the coaches and athletics
administrators in seven leagues. In 2003, he took
on the additional responsibility of overseeing the
Division I women’s league operations.
Prior to joining the general ECAC staff, Hagwell

worked at NCAA headquarters in the public affairs
office for more than seven years. At the NCAA,
Hagwell was the assistant manager of publishing
where he served as liaison to the Men’s Ice
Hockey Rules Committee and the NCAA Baseball
Research Panel. He also was responsible for
supervising a staff of editors.

Before his stint at the NCAA, Hagwell spent
time on the sports information staffs as the
University of Kentucky, University of Wisconsin,
LaCrosse and University of Florida.

A graduate of Michigan Tech, Hagwell and his
wife, Carrie, have three children: Jordy, Joshua,
and Jack.

Johnny Hanna
Johnny is Head of Tax for KPMG in Northern
Ireland. He is a Partner with over 20 years of

experience advising on
Irish and International tax
issues for indigenous and
multinational businesses
across a wide range of
sectors. He has significant
experience within the
mergers & acquisitions
area and also Governance
and Tax Risk Management.
Johnny is currently a
Council member of the

Irish Tax Institute.

Fergal Kenny
Founder & Exec Recruiter
of Digital Irish
Feargall is the founder,

creator and curator of
New York Digital Irish. The
group aims to provide
Irish startups a soft
landing in the US through
a series of fast pitch
events and organized
“missions” of Irish

startups throughout the year.
Feargall founded and runs the boutique

executive search firm Glenborn Corporation in
NYC. They focus on senior sales hires for venture-
backed US and international startups in the e-
commerce and marketing technology arena.
Before Glenborn, Feargall spent 15 years in sales
and sales management roles with venture backed
startups like KickApps, Attributor and Equinix. He
was the founder of Citizen photojournalism
agency Citizen Image and is the founder of
innovative job search platform JobElevation,
which offers visual and industry category-based
job search tools.

John Lahey
John L. Lahey has been
Quinnipiac’s president
since 1987. He was
previously executive vice
president of Marist
College, where he served
as chief operating officer.
Upon his arrival at

Quinnipiac, Lahey initiated
a strategic planning
process, leading to the

University’s impressive growth, including
increasing student enrollment by more than 350
percent and expanding the physical plant from
100 acres to 604 acres. Lahey directed the
development of two additional campuses: the
250-acre York Hill Campus to meet the needs of
undergraduates and serve as home to the TD
Bank Sports Center, and the 104-acre North Haven
Campus to house graduate and health professions
programs, including the developing medical
school.

Quinnipiac has also created the National
Institute for Community Health Education and the
Institute for Entrepreneurship and Small Business
Management; established the nationally
recognized Quinnipiac University Poll; created the
Fred Friendly First Amendment Award Luncheon
in New York City; acquired a 1000-watt
commercial radio station, WQUN 1220AM; and
added the School of Law. Quinnipiac’s athletic
programs moved to Division I.

Lahey is a director of the United Illuminating
Company, Independence Holding Company, Yale-
New Haven Hospital and Alliance for Cancer Gene
Therapy. A member of the New York City St.
Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for more than 25
years, Lahey has devoted much of his time to
educating the public about the historic
implications of Ireland’s Great Hunger.

Lahey earned his PhD in philosophy from the
University of Miami, bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in philosophy from the University of
Dayton and a second master’s degree in higher
education administration from Columbia
University.

John Lee
Irish American Artists and
Writers Inc.
- From fine art at the
National Gallery of Art to
fast horses at Belmont
Park, Lee’s diverse career
always has had
communications at its
core.
He’s written for national

magazines, hosted TV
programming, directed media relations and
broadcasting for the New York Racing Association
and now heads the public relations and media
projects consultancy John Lee MEDIA, which is
currently collaborating on projects with Jeffrey
Hayzlett’s TallGrass Public Relations Lee has

Speakers and Participants
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bank of ireland

Northern Ireland. Altogether more. 

80% of new investors re-invest 
in Northern Ireland

InvestNI.com

Northern Ireland attracts, and retains, top global businesses including Citi, Allstate, Axiom Law
and Seagate. 
 
Global businesses stay here because we have the perfect combination of seamless, cost-effective 
business infrastructure, excellent support from Invest Northern Ireland and our people have an 
innovative mindset that always gets results.

Belfast

SMART
DETERMINED
CREATIVE
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worked with several Irish businesses and
organizations including the Lyric Theatre of
Belfast on their successful Off-Broadway run last
fall of “Brendan at the Chelsea.” A frequent
speaker, moderator and panelist at media and
Irish events, Lee is on the board of the Irish
American Writers & Artists, is first vice president
on the Irish Business Organization of New York
and blogs at IrishCentral and The Huffington Post.

Kevin Lowe
Kevin leads the Newswhip
Sales team from their
New York office at
Bowling Green. This
comes after 18 months of
selling Newswhip’s social
signals technologies to
major media companies,
PR agencies and Fortune
500 brands across the
world including CNN,

Edelman and MasterCard.

Melissa Mark-
Viverito
District 8 - Council
Speaker, New York City
Council
Melissa Mark-Viverito
currently serves as the
Speaker of the New York
City Council, the first
Puerto Rican and Latina
to hold a citywide elected
position. She represents

the 8th District, which includes El Barrio/East
Harlem and the South Bronx.

Speaker Mark-Viverito was born and raised in
San Juan, Puerto Rico. She worked for over a
decade in local activism, nonprofit organizations
and labor before being elected to the City Council
in 2005, as the first Puerto Rican woman and
Latina to represent her district in the Council. In
2009, she was elected to her second term in the
City Council, during which she served as Chair of
the Committee on Parks and Recreation, the
founding Co-Chair of the Progressive Caucus and
as a member of the Black, Latino and Asian
Caucus. In 2011, she was one of four Council
Members to pioneer the first-ever Participatory
Budgeting process in New York City.

Loretta McCarthy
Loretta McCarthy is a
Managing Partner,
responsible for the
Golden Seeds angel
network nationwide,
including member
cultivation, orientation
and engagement. Prior to
Golden Seeds, she was
Executive Vice President
and Chief Marketing

Officer at Oppenheimer Funds, as well as Vice
President of Marketing at American Express. She
brings to this role deep experience in marketing,
product development, public affairs and
corporate communications. She has extensive
experience serving on boards of directors of
corporations and non-profit organizations.  Ms.
McCarthy holds an MBA from the University of
Colorado and a BA from the University of Arizona.

Andy McCullough
Andrew McCullough is the
Director of
Communications for the
Washington Ireland
Program (WIP), an
organization which for
over 20 years has inspired
and developed promising
student leaders through a
professional development
and leadership program

committed to building a shared future of peace
and prosperity for the island of Ireland. Andrew is
responsible for developing partnerships and
external communications for the program, and is
currently leading a project to develop WIP’s
operations in New York. He was recently selected
to take part in the American Express Non-Profit
Academy, a program for emerging leaders in the
global NGO sector.

Andrew previously managed the Social
Democratic and Labour Party’s (SDLP) office in
the House of Commons, where he was awarded a
Parliamentary Researcher of the Year Award in
2015. Andrew has a Master’s in International and
European Politics from the University of
Edinburgh, during which he focused on the role
of the Irish-American diaspora in the Northern
Ireland peace process, partly inspired by his time

working in the office of Congressman Patrick
Kennedy in 2008.

A native of Belfast, New York is now Andrew’s
adopted city where he lives with his wife
Susannah.

Susan McKeown
Irish vocalist Susan
McKeown has been
called ³the most
strikingly original woman
singer in Celtic music by
The Christian Science
Monitor.
Her extraordinary voice is
a rare instrument: earthy,
arresting, with an
electrifying delivery. 

In recent years, McKeown¹s voice and music
have captured the attention of audiences and
musicians alike. She was the guest of Natalie
Merchant on the nationally broadcast PBS-TV
program Sessions at West 54th, and also sings
backing vocals on Merchant¹s Live album (1999).
Fairport Convention¹s album The Wood and the
Wire contains a version of the traditional song
Western Wind which they learned from ³the
wonderful Susan McKeown.
Susan appears on Cathal McConnell¹s latest

release Long Expectant Comes at Last performing
backing vocals alongside Richard Thompson and
Linda Thompson. Susan has also recorded
extensively with Scot fiddle master Johnny
Cunningham, with whom she tours regularly.
Susan McKeown grew up in Dublin, Ireland,

the youngest of five children.  Moving to New
York exposed Susan to a whole new range of
musical
possibilities and the opportunity to work with
musicians from all over the world. 
Susan¹s first album of traditional music was

1998¹s Bushes and Briars on Alula Records,
which received wide critical acclaim. Her new
album is
Lowlands (GLCD1205), released in 2000 on Green
Linnet, her first international release. Susan¹s
other albums include the collaboration CD
Mother with Irish-American singer Cathie Ryan
and pianist Robin Spielberg; and the seasonal
record Through the Bitter Frost and Snow with
bassist Lindsay Horner. (The duo performed their
rendition of Auld Lang Syne on NPR¹s All Things
Considered on New Year¹s Eve). Susan¹s songs
have also been heard on national television
commercials for Audi, Jaguar and Oil of Olay.

Jennifer Nayar
Jennifer Nayar is the SR
Labs’ Chief Executive
Officer, based at the SR
Labs headquarters in
New York. Jennifer was
appointed CEO in June
2015, joining the
company from REDI
where she served as
Chief of Staff.
Ms. Nayar has been

successfully leading and driving growth of
market data businesses since 2007, when she
served as the Global Head of Market Data
Products and Business Operations for the New
York Stock Exchange. Prior to her time at the
NYSE, she held management positions at NYFIX,
Omgeo, Mercator Software and the London Stock
Exchange. In 2014 Ms. Nayar was honored by
Women on Wall Street for her excellence in
leadership.

Jennifer will draw upon her extensive
expertise in the financial information and
technology industry to drive continued global
growth of SR Labs.

Susan O'Brien
Susan O’Brien is the
founder of Smigin – an
essential travel app for
people who travel but
don’t speak the language.
Smigin was born out of
Susan’s experience of
living and working in four
non-English speaking
countries. Susan speaks
6 languages, and has 15

years of proven experience in building unique
product solutions, and driving international sales
and business development. Susan has had
executive roles in US-based public and private
companies, and has worked directly with some of
Ireland’s most successful entrepreneurs,
including Denis O’Brien (Digicel Group).

Niall Olden
Managing Partner, Kernel Capital
For over 20 years Niall has led multiple

fundraising, mergers,
acquisitions and trade
sales of Irish technology
companies in
transactions across the
US, Europe & Asia. He
established Kernel
Capital in 1999 and under
his direction the firm,
with offices in Cork,
Belfast & Dublin, has
delivered Funds with an

average IRR of 20%+ per annum for each year
from 2002 to 2015. He led the firm to become the
first and only Venture Capital firm with dedicated
Funds for investing in both jurisdictions on the
island of Ireland. He holds a wide range of fund
portfolio directorships. 
Niall is a Chartered Management Accountant,

holds a B. Comm from University College Cork
National University of Ireland and an M.Sc.
International Business from Trinity College Dublin
where he completed a First Class Hons. thesis
‘Kernel Capital and the Irish Venture Capital
Market’. He currently is a member of the Cork
Education & Training board, the Audit Committee
of University College Cork National University of
Ireland, the Advisory Board of the
Telecommunications Software and Systems
Group at the Waterford Institute of Technology,
and is a Director of the Irish Venture Capital
Association. He previously has been a member of
the Inter Trade Ireland’s Equity Steering
Committee and a mentor on the Kauffman
Fellows Program at the Society of Kauffman
Fellows, Palo Alto, C.A.
He travels extensively and lives in Cork with his

wife Martina and four school going children.

Mary-Ann Pierce
Mary Ann Pierce, Founder
and CEO, MAP Digital,
Inc. (New York)  MAP
Digital: MetaMeetings™ is
a fully secure, compliant
and scalable FinTech
event management
platform that transforms
Investment Banking and
other conferences
worldwide. Mary Ann is a

member of IIBN-NY LEAP Advisory Council and
on the board of Digital.Irish.
(map@mapdigital.com)

Mac Premo
Artist, Brooklyn
- Mac Premo is a visual
artist and commercial
director who graduated
from the Rhode Island
School of Design in 1995.
Mac has won 7 New York
Emmy® Awards for his
video and animation
work, including awards
for best commercial,

photography, set design and best public service
announcement. He recently co-directed the U2
lyric video with Oliver Jeffers for their song,
Ordinary Love.

Mac’s art has exhibited in NYC, LA,
Washington DC, Miami and PS1 MOMA in
Queens, and he has initiated and participated in
several public art projects in Belfast, Northern
Ireland. He wrote, performed and set designed a
one-man play, The Luckiest Arab in Belfast which
was shown in Brooklyn, New York as well as in
Belfast as part of the Cathedral Quarter Arts
Festival. Mac and his team are currently working
with Sanford Shapes on making skateboard decks
out of upcycled materials 

Marianne Reilly
Marianne Reilly ’82, who
has over 30 years of
experience in
intercollegiate athletics,
has been named as the
Director of Intercollegiate
Athletics at Manhattan
College, it was
announced today by
President Brennan
O’Donnell and Vice

President of Student Life Richard Satterlee.
“Marianne Reilly brings to Manhattan an

impressive record of accomplishment as an
administrator and educator,” said Manhattan
College President Brennan O’Donnell. “As an
accomplished student-athlete, a former coach, and
an alumna of the College, she has a deep
understanding of what is needed to excel in this
important position.”

Reilly, who is the first female Athletic Director
in school history and the third in the Metro
Atlantic Athletic Conference, comes to Riverdale

after spending the last 30 years at nearby
Fordham University. She was elevated to Associate
Athletic Director in 1996 to go along with her
responsibilities as the Senior Women’s
Administrator (SWA).

In her most recent position, Reilly served on
the leadership team of Fordham’s Athletics
Department and oversaw NCAA compliance and
eligibility while also leading the life skills program
and serving as a sports administrator to a number
of intercollegiate teams. She also played a critical
role in the hiring of the men’s basketball, women’s
basketball, football and softball coaches and has
served as the SWA on the Atlantic 10 Conference
Strategic Planning Committee.

“I am extremely excited to be able to come
home to Manhattan,” Reilly said. “It is a dream
come true and I would like to thank Dr. O’Donnell
and Dr. Satterlee for this amazing opportunity.”

During her tenure at Fordham, she has
overseen the development of the women’s
basketball program, which won the 2014 Atlantic
10 Championship and the softball program, which
has advanced to the NCAA Tournament in five of
the last six seasons.

Additionally, all seven of the Rams’ facilities for
Intercollegiate Athletics have undergone extensive
renovations during her time in the Bronx. Reilly
began her administrative career at Fordham as the
Assistant Director of the Vincent T. Lombardi
Memorial Center, which included intramural, club
and lifetime sports as well as facility
management.
She also had two stints as an assistant coach

with the Rams’ women’s basketball team, while
spending two years as the head coach of the
Mount St. Vincent women’s basketball team.

A 1982 graduate of Manhattan College with a
degree in physical education, Reilly was the first
woman inducted into the school’s Athletic Hall of
Fame in 1992 and the first 1,000-point scorer in
school history. In 2014, she was inducted into the
MAAC Hall of Fame at the Naismith Memorial Hall
of Fame in Springfield, MA.

Reilly began her professional career as an
elementary school teacher at PS 261 in the Bronx
and Saint Catherine of Genoa in New York City.
She also holds a Master’s Degree in Educational
Administration from Lehman College and earned a
Professional Diploma from Fordham’s Graduate
School of Education in Administration and
Supervision.

Reilly and her husband, Tom Delaney ’71 reside
in Tuckahoe, N.Y.

Marni Rice
Marni Rice is a
songstress/playwright
/composer from New York
City with origins from the
Celtic diaspora in Belfast
& France.
Her original plays with

music have been
performed in French &
English at Theatre
Festivals in the US,

Canada, Europe, Japan and Central Africa.
Her original music has been featured at The

Tribeca and Philadelphia Independent film
festivals. She is a member of the Irish American
Writer’s and Artists organization of NY and
thanks to their salon series, regularly presents
new work in development.

More info: http://www.dejouxmusique.com.

Diane Roberts
I am an angel investor,
founder and coach to
startup companies. I have
spent a large part of my
career in international
sales and marketing
roles, and bring over 20
years rich experience in
the tech sector and new
business development,

operating in international settings. 
From 2001, I spent 6 years working in Silicon

Valley where I developed a strong network of
contacts and an up close understanding of the
some of the world’s leading technology
companies and in particular the approach of the
world’s largest venture capital community. I have
a wealth of experience, and an extensive contact
base in the Irish and USA technology and digital
sectors. I bring an in-depth and detailed
understanding of the global technology market
and its’ challenges and opportunities.
In 2007 I founded Xcell Partners, a leading
boutique consultancy specialising in startups,
early stage investment and the delivery of
enterprise development programmes.

Speakers and Participants
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mhusa.com 

Moët Hennessy is proud to support 
New York-New Belfast Connect 2016.

©2016 Moët Hennessy USA Inc., New York, NY. Moët Hennessy USA encourages responsible drinking.
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John Sanful
John Sanful is the
Executive Director of Ice
Hockey in Harlem. Prior to
joining Ice Hockey in
Harlem, John was the
Executive Director of
Career Gear, a national
nonprofit organization
that provides
economically
disadvantaged low-

income men seeking to enter the labor market
with the necessary tools, skills and attire to
compete in the marketplace and become
economically self-sufficient. A Harlem native and
resident, John was a 2005 Coro Leadership New
York Fellow and 2008 Tenenbaum Leadership
Initiative Fellow and Milano School The New
School of Management and Urban Policy. He
serves on the board of directors of the Columbia
Greenhouse School. John has also worked as a
correspondent for the International Ice Hockey
Federation covering the World Championships
and Olympics.

Elinor Tatum
Publisher and Editor in Chief, New York
Amsterdam News
Elinor Tatum is the Publisher and Editor in Chief
of the New York Amsterdam News, the oldest and
largest black newspaper in the City of New York,
and one of the oldest ethnic papers in the United
States. Ms. Tatum was appointed to Editor In
Chief in 1997, becoming one of the youngest

publishers in the history
of the black press. She
began at the newspaper
as a journalist, covering
issues local and national
issues affecting Harlem
and the black community.
Ms. Tatum was born

and raised in New York
City. She graduated from
St. Lawrence University
with a B.S. in

Government Studies in 1993. She continued her
education at Stockholm University in Stockholm,
Sweden, studying International relations and the
Swedish model of government. Ms. Tatum holds a
Master’s degree in Journalism in Mass
Communications from New York University. 

Pauline Turley
Vice Chair, Irish Arts
Center
Born in Co. Down,

Pauline Turley graduated
with a B.A. Honors
degree in Drama and
Theater Studies from
Trinity College, Dublin.
Pauline was appointed
Executive Director of the
Irish Arts Center in New

York in 1998, a position she held until April 2006
when she was appointed Vice Chair of the Board
of Directors. Founded in 1972, the Irish Arts
Center is a multi-disciplinary organization

dedicated to promoting Irish arts and culture,
which is currently working with the City of New
York, the Irish Government, private donors and the
American Ireland Fund on the development of a
new Irish Arts Center in New York, to highlight
Ireland’s rich cultural history while promoting a
dynamic image of Ireland and Irish America for
the 21st Century.

Christina Wallace
Founder of BridgeUp:
STEM - American
Museum of Natural
History
Christina Wallace is the

Founder of BridgeUp:
STEM, a new educational
initiative at the American
Museum of Natural
History intended to
captivate, inspire, and

propel girls and minorities into computer science.
Previously, Christina was a Vice President at
Startup Institute, the Founder and CEO of Quincy
Apparel, a management consultant with the
Boston Consulting Group, and an arts manager at
the Metropolitan Opera. Christina is a resident
with 30Weeks, a Google-backed incubator, and a
mentor with Coolhouse Labs, a startup
accelerator. She holds undergraduate degrees in
mathematics and theater studies from Emory
University and an MBA from Harvard Business
School.

Stefane Wiper 
Global Lead, MasterCard
Start Path
Stephane Wyper is the

Global Lead of
MasterCard Start Path,
the company’s effort to
support innovative early
stage startups around the
world. Stephane has been
with MasterCard since
2012, and has over 12

years’ experience in corporative development and
strategy with a focus on emerging payment
technologies.

Stephane has more than 12 years’ experience
in corporate strategy and development,
specifically covering the financial services and
payments space globally. He has held key roles at
both global corporations and consulting firms
including Bank of Tokyo Mitsubishi and
Capgemini, executing critical strategic initiatives
and M&A activities.

Stephane has a passion for startups, both
acting as a startup mentor and advisor. He also
serves as a board member for Europe’s leading
startup FinTech accelerator. Stephane has a
Masters in International Business from the
University of Edinburgh, UK.

Speakers and Participants

Honorary Chairs

Liam Lynch, Entrepreneur Suzanne Aquino, 
Chain IQ

John J. Reilly, Partner at
Squire Patton Boggs

Terry George, Director and
Screenwriter,

Shaun Kelly, Vice Chair of
Operations KPMG

Francis Schott, NJ, New
Brunswick

Andrea Haughian, VP
Business Development,
Invest NI, New York

Bill Cox, Cox Law Firm
LLC & Cox

Christine C. Quinn,
President & CEO Win

Council Member 
Daniel Dromm, 

New York City Council.

Erin Doyle, Producer
Saturday Night Live

Francis Schott,
Restaurateur.

Geraldine Hughes,
Actor/Writer/Producer.

John Connorton, Partner,
Hawkins Delafield &

Wood LLP

John J. Reilly, Partner
Squire Patton Boggs

Prof. Joyce Sullivan,
Founder and CEO of
SocMediaFin, Inc.

Larry Kirwan, Songwriter
and Playwright.

Leo McGuire, LPM
Strategies LLC

Liam Lynch,
Entrepreneur

Marcus Robinson, Artist. Margaret Molloy, Global
CMO, siegel+gale

Mike Cusick, New York
State Assembly

Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick,
New York State

Assembly

Rob Walsh, 
Baruch College, 

The City University NY

Shaun Kelly, Global Chief
Operating Officer –
KPMG International

Steve Lenox, President
Irish Network USA

Suzanne Aquino, Global
Category Head-

Professional Services,
Chain IQ

Terry George, Director
and Screenwriter.

Tom Dunne, VP for
Administration, Fordham

University

Sean McNeill, President,
Irish Business

Organization of New York

Lorraine Turner, Head NI
Bureau, New York

Jim Clerkin, President
and CEO Moët
Hennessey USA

Margaret Molloy, Global
CMO siegal+gale.
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The Northern Ireland Bureau is proud to support
the 2016 New York - New Belfast Connect.

We look forward to continuing our work building bridges
between Northern Ireland and the United States

for decades to come.
The Northern Ireland Bureau is the diplomatic office of the Northern Ireland Executive in Washington, D.C.

and New York. Its role is to represent the Executive and pursue areas of collaboration and partnership with the
U.S. in the following areas: Economic Development, Education and Citizenship, Enhancing Civic

Engagement,Cultural Development, Research and Technology, Regeneration, and Post-Conflict Reconstruction.

For more information, visit us at www.nibureau.com
www.twitter.com/NI_Bureau

www.facebook.com/northern.bureau

Business &  
Investment  
Conference

12-14 October

  

Join us in Belfast, October 2016 • For info and to register: www.belfasthomecoming.com

In association with
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Programme
Thursday June 2nd

Tour of hoTbread kiTchen
With guide Rob Walsh, Distinguished Lecturer, Baruch College, 

City University of New York.
Learn about Hot Bread Kitchen's workforce development program, Bakers in
Training, and sneak a peek into the bakery to see trainees in action as they

learn how to mix, shape and bake delicious artisan breads. Gain an
understanding of HBK Incubates, an innovative model that provides

commercial kitchen space and business support services to food
entrepreneurs looking to take their concepts to market.

Hot Bread Kitchen is located in La Marqueta, under the trains, at 115th Street
and Park Avenue. Tour begins at 2pm.

Transportation from  fitzpatrick grand central hotel 1:15pm

fordham university Lincoln center campus, 
113 W 60th st, manhattan

5:30pm belfast city council reception
Venue: Fordham University

moderator: Honorary Chair, Joyce M. Sullivan, 
Founder & CEO, SocMediaFin

a big apple Welcome:
Thomas A. Dunne, Fordham University Vice President for
Adminstration 

response: Cllr JJ  Magee, Belfast City Council

6:15-7pm: connections
Meet representatives of Irish America’s leading community,
networking and cultural bodies in a unique match-making session
with representatives of Belfast organisations. Each group will have
one ‘ask’ to deepen our transatlantic connections. 

chair: Sheila Lynott
invited organisations:
AOH
American Irish Historical Society
Emerald Isle Immigration Center
Fáilte Feirste Thiar (VisitWestBelfast.com)
Féile an Phobail (West Belfast Féile)
IBO  
IIBN
Irish American Writers and Artists Inc.
Irish Network USA 
Irish Screen America  
Manhattan Gaels GAA
Mary’s Gift Irish Language Foundation 
Origin Theatre Festival
Project Children
The New York Irish Center (LIC Queens)
US-NI Mentorship Program

7pm-8:15pm    síbín/belfast shebeen 
A Collaboration with Susan McKeown and CualaNYC
MC:  Geraldine Hughes, Actor, Writer, Producer
featuring:
susan mckeown, grammy-award winning artist, founder
cualanyc:  ‘My Lagan Love’ & ‘River’

michael Patrick macdonald, Author All Souls
marcus robinson, Artist &  Film-maker ‘Rebuilding the World Trade
Center’: Preview Screening of Always Now  (Van Morrison on Cyprus
Avenue). Introduced by Bernard McMullan, Publicity and
Communications Executive Tourism Ireland.
Larry kirwan, Former Frontman Black 47, Author ‘Green Suede
Shoes’, Playwright
mac  Premo, Artist & Film-maker
sophie colgan, American Irish  Historical Society, Former Rose of
Tralee New York, Poet
darrah carr, Darrah Carr Dance
Screening of excerpt from ‘i am belfast’ by Mark Cousins
marni rice, Songstress/Playwright/Composer
(Belfast Accordionist in Big Apple)

9pm: connect club 
Smith & Wollensky 
797 3rd Avenue
NY NY 10022    
(2nd floor of main restaurant)

Programme
friday, June 3rd

moderator:
Leo McGuire, LPM Strategies LLC

inVesTing in beLfasT
reaL esTaTe breakfasT 

7:30am registration
8am : Welcome - Ben Collins, RICS Regional Director 

Northern Ireland
overview of investment opportunities - Gerry Millar, 

Director of Property & Projects, Belfast City Council 
Panel discussion

chair:  Suzanne Aquino, Global Category Head-Professional Services
Chain IQ, New York:

Panel:  David Gavaghan, Aurora Prime Real Estate Limited, Gerry
Millar MRICS, Belfast City Council, Gary McCausland, MD Richland

Group, Gary Hanley, Head of USA Invest Northern Ireland
8.45am Video: Let’s Talk belfast

Introduced by Donal Durkan, Director of Development 
Belfast City Council

9am: a welcome from new york, new york
Council Member Daniel Dromm, New York City Council 
(Honorary Chair)

9:15am: The future is female: 
Tapping the energy, genius and flair of Women Leaders to
Transform our cities
chair: Susan O’Brien Co-Chair IIBN New York City, Program Director
LEAP, Founder Smigin 
Panel: Council Member Elizabeth Crowley, New York City Council
Christine C. Quinn, CEO Win (Charity Helping New York Homeless
Women and Children)
Loretta McCarthy, CEO Golden Seeds LLC, Investor Fund for Early-
Stage Businesses led by Women
Elinor Tatum, Publisher Amsterdam News, Harlem, New York 
Christina Wallace, Director of BridgeUp: STEM, American Museum of
Natural History, New York
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9:45am: Peace: The Next Chapter. 
Blade in Belfast  – The Transatlantic Friendship Four Ice Hockey
Tournament. 
Chair: Marianne Reilly, Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, Manhattan
College, New York
Panel:  John Lahey, President Quinnipiac University, Conneticut
Robert Fitzpatrick, CEO  Odyssey Trust, Belfast
Steve Hagwall, Commissioner ECAC Hockey, Albany, NY
John Sanful, Executive Director Ice Hockey in Harlem, New York

10.15am Showcase – A Bolder Vision
Harry Connolly, The James Connolly Interpretative Centre, Belfast 
Pauline Turley, Vice-Chair New York  Irish Arts Centre:  Irish America’s
Boldest Building 
John J. Reilly, Partner Squire Patton Boggs:  Belfast International
Homecoming 

10.30am: Making our Cities Magnets 
of Attraction for Global FinTech 
Chair: Andrea Haughian, VP  Business Development,  Invest NI  USA
Panel: Johnny Hanna, Partner KPMG, Ireland
Stephane Wyper, Global Startup Engagement MasterCard
Jennifer Nayar, CEO  SR  Labs, New York. 
Ben Chrnelich, CFO  IPC, New York.

10.55am Dragons Den
We invite our delegates to attend our
Dragons Den session where 5 fledging startups will be asked to test
their services and their nerves in front of influential investors.  This
session is sponsored by UNITED and the winning pitcher will escape
the den with our prize, a return flight to San Francisco.

Dragons: 
Loretta McCarthy, GoldenSeeds LLC  New York, 
Jayne Brady, Partner Kernel Capital, Belfast
Feargal Kenny, digital.irish, New York
Start-ups: 
Orca Money 
Pavanu
IT3Sixty 
Ireland Craft Beers
11:30am Boardroom Dialogue Sessions

Unlocking our Tourism Treasures
Looking for The Local: Authenticity and Community in 21st
Century Irish Hospitality at home and abroad.
(Room LL515)
Co-Chairs:  Bernard McMullan, Publicity and Communications
Executive Tourism Ireland, Francis Schott, Stage Left Restaurant
Contributors include:
Peter Lavery, Belfast Prison Distillery 
Mark Fuller, Rosc Global
Joseph Smith, Bobby Van’s Steak Restaurants (invited)
Harry Connolly, CEO  Fáilte Feirste Thiar

Partnering Irish American Networks: Ask Not What Irish America
Can Do For You, But what you can do for Irish America!  
(Room LL518)
Chair:  Maureen Bateman Contributors include:
Ryan Mahoney, Executive Director, Irish American Heritage Museum,
Albany, NY

Dr. Mary Louise Mallick, New York
Tom Meara, Kivvit, New York
Erin Rice
John Lee, Goodman Media International, New York
Mike Breen, Mary’s Gift Irish Language Foundation
Ben Branham, MD  Fenton Communications, New York 
Brigid Quinn, Asst Director of Development Cristo Rey High School,
New York 
Brendan Moore, Past President AOH 
Sam Baker, Chair Féile an Phobail 
Kevin Gamble, Director Féile an Phobail 
Andrew McCullough, Washington Irish Program

Powering Start-Ups: How Can start-up companies and ambitious
entrepreneurs build transatlantic tech bridges? 
(Room LL519)
Chair: Mary Ann Pierce, MAP Digital
Contributors include:
Fergall Kenny, Founder, digital.Irish
Clair Gheel, IT3Sixty
Bill McLaughlin, Founder and Chairman Emeritus, Irish American
Business Chamber and Network, Philadelphia
Mark Feeney, IT3Sixty
Kevin Lowe, Senior Account Executive NewsWhip, New York
Diane Roberts, Xcell Partners
Niall Olden, Kernel Capital
Gemma Crothers, Kainos, Belfast
John O’Donoghue

12:30: Ireland-US Top 50 Companies
Honoring 50 companies with significant operations 
in Ireland and the US
Setting the Table:  Rep. Mike  Fitzpatrick, New York State Assembly
Welcome:  Jason McCaughey, Partner KPMG  USA
Parting Glass:  Rep Michael Cusick, New York State Assembly

3pm: Visit to World Trade Center
With Guide Dara McQuillan, Chief Marketing &  Communications
Officer for World Trade Center Properties and Sliverstein Properties  
Bus Pick-up Fordham Univserity 2:30pm

6-7pm:  New York-New Belfast Connect Finale Farewell
In Partnership with Moët Hennessy and Kalikow 
Toast of Thanks from Belfast:  Paul Maskey, MP  West Belfast
Response Toast from New York:  Jim Clerkin, President &  CEO  Möet
Hennessy North America
Presentation of Irish Echo Person of the Year Award to Congressman
Pete King. (Sponsored by Kalikow)
Venue: Pier A Harbor House, 22 Battery  Place, New York
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Dragons Den

Belfast Pitches in the Big Apple
We invite our delegates to attend our
Dragons Den session where 5 fledging
startups will be asked to test their
services and their nerves in front of
influential investors.

Our dragons will be led by Loretta
McCarthy, Founder of Golden Seeds
Angel Network and Feargall Kenny,
Founder & Exec Recruiter of Digital
Irish.

This session is sponsored by UNIT-
ED and the winning pitcher will escape
the den with our prize, a return flight
to San Francisco.

Dragons

Feargall Kenny
Feargall is the
founder, creator
and curator of
New York Digital
Irish. The group
aims to provide
Irish startups a
soft landing in
the US through a
series of fast
pitch events and

organized “missions” of Irish startups
throughout the year.

Feargall founded and runs the bou-
tique executive search firm Glenborn
Corporation in NYC. They focus on
senior sales hires for venture-backed
US and international startups in the e-
commerce and marketing technology
arena. Before Glenborn, Feargall spent
15 years in sales and sales manage-
ment roles with venture backed start-
ups like KickApps, Attributor and
Equinix. He was the founder of Citizen
photojournalism agency Citizen Image
and is the founder of innovative job
search platform JobElevation, which
offers visual and industry category-
based job search tools. 

Jayne Brady
Jayne joined
Kernel Capital
2013 having held
a Senior
Executive role in
Kernel Capital
portfolio compa-
ny since 2007.
Jayne’s invest-
ment focus is
ICT, Telecoms

and Engineering. Jayne is currently
Chairman of the Institute of
Engineering and Technology in
Northern Ireland (2013/2014), and
holds and has held a number of advi-
sory and board roles with organisa-
tions focused on economic and social
development.

Jayne’s career has involved leader-
ship positions with both multination-
als and start-ups, across a variety of
operational and executive roles. Jayne
has lived and worked in culturally and
politically complex environments in a
variety of global locations including
Europe, China, India and North
America. Roles have included interna-
tional sales, business development,
corporate due diligence and owner-
ship of a range of cross functional
technical projects of scale.

Loretta
McCarthy
Loretta McCarthy
is a Managing
Partner, respon-
sible for the
Golden Seeds
angel network
n a t i o n w i d e ,
including mem-
ber cultivation,
orientation and

engagement. Prior to Golden Seeds,
she was Executive Vice President and
Chief Marketing Officer at
Oppenheimer Funds, as well as Vice
President of Marketing at American
Express. She brings to this role deep
experience in marketing, product
development, public affairs and corpo-
rate communications. She has exten-
sive experience serving on boards of
directors of corporations and non-prof-
it organizations.  Ms. McCarthy holds
an MBA from the University of
Colorado and a BA from the University
of Arizona.

Pitching 
Companies

Ireland Craft
Beers
Ireland Craft
Beers provides
a world-class
logistics and
selling platform
for Irish Micro-
B r e w e r i e s ,

Cideries and Distilleries to have their
products sold throughout international
export markets.

Operating globally from two main
distribution hubs in London and New
York, Ireland Craft Beers allows Irish
micro-producers to focus on creating
artisanal craft beverages from
Imperial Whiskey Aged Stouts and
Heather Sour Ales to Single Variety
Hand Pressed Irish Cider and Single
Grain, Small Batch, Pot Distilled
Whiskeys, Gins and Poitins.
These producers are lacking time,
expertise and resources to make it to
many of these markets on their own
and require an expert solution to
acquire global reach and continue to
grow their businesses outside domes-
tic boundaries and saturation points.
Foreign Importers, Distributors,
Retailers and Consumers equally
require a simple, consolidated and
efficient buying solution for these in –
demand products – which Ireland
Craft Beers is providing.

The Craft Beer Industry is a boom-
ing globally.  The US Craft Beer market
now (2016) has a $25bn share of a
$100bn Beer market.  Macro-Brewers
are losing share to Micro-Brewers.
Consumers have spoken.  The demand
for Irish Whiskeys is outpacing Scotch,
specifically in Asia and the USA, and
the demand for Traditional White
Spirits such as Gins and Poitins is ever
increasing with desire for premium
experiences.

Ireland Craft Beers are developing
new markets and new products in
Europe, USA, Americas, Canada, Asia-
Pac regions.  USA launch being June

2016 through sister company Ireland
Craft Beers LLC based in NY – target-
ing Irish diaspora and discerning con-
sumers of craft beers & spirits.

The Ireland Craft Beers board com-
prises three enterprising executives
with backgrounds in accounting,
finance and marketing; backed up by
three experienced non-executive direc-
tors with experience in global sales
and logistics at plc level.
www.irelandcraftbeers.com

IT3Sixty
IT3Sixty is an, employer led organisa-
tion which aims to increase the talent
pool for IT professionals in Northern
Ireland. We aim to help industry
realise its full potential by providing a
range of skills solutions to help them
grow. We inspire future talent,
resource skilled talent and provide
affordable technical upskilling solu-
tions. We support a growing network
of companies and stakeholders collab-
orating to create the skills needed to
accelerate the growth of the digital
economy in NI.
www.it3sixty.co.uk

Orca Money
Orca Money is the no.1 peer-to-peer
lending (P2P) comparison service in
the UK. Orca aggregates and com-
pares P2P investment opportunities
on their impartial, informative and
easy-to-use website. The goal?
Simple. To help retail investors make
smart, independent investment deci-
sions and receive interest rates rang-
ing from 3%-19% through lending their
money to people, businesses or prop-
erty borrowers.

Investors use Orca to research and
analyse the UK peer-to-peer lending
(P2P) market.

Soon they will be able to use the
Orca platform to review the perform-
ance of their portfolio and to analyse
current investment opportunities in
greater detail. They receive the data
and metrics required through the Orca
Marketplace Dashboard tool, a sophis-
ticated but very easy-to-use interac-
tive data-analytic service. People can
use the Orca Money services for sim-
ple comparisons or to perform deep
market analysis.

Orca was founded in November
2015, since then this FinTech startup
has achieved a great deal:
1 Launched MVP comparison engine
onto the market built with user
input.

2 Gained commercial partnerships
with 12 major UK P2P lending plat-
forms.

3 Commenced marketing through
tested distribution channels.

4 Acquired over 7,000 unique users in

four-month period.
5 Began scoping and developing
Portfolio Management tools for IFAs
and Wealth Management sector.
Orca Money would like to meet with

high level employees from FinTech
companies, specifically those in the
marketplace lending sphere and also
those providing software solutions to
marketplace lending, or the broader
wealth management industry.
Orca is currently developing software
solutions for the U.K wealth manage-
ment sphere, building a Marketplace
Dashboard tool allowing sophisticated
investors and Independent Financial
Advisors to review the market in
greater analytic detail.
So any companies/individuals who
could provide insight/support regard-
ing this project would be extremely
useful.
www.orcamoney.com

Pavanu
Mobility
P a v a n u
Mobility has
developed a
t e c h n o l o g y
based service
to survey and
assess foot-

paths and pedestrian areas for safety
and accessibility issues. The data and
reports generated provide authorities
with valuable information on the con-
dition of the pedestrian areas in their
chage, it is used as a tool for making
informed decisions for developing and
maintaining pedestrian areas.
Ensuring accessibility (eg. wheelchair
access) and safety for everybody,
regardless of age, ability and circum-
stances.

Pavanu’s hardware is packaged in
our Pedestrian Area Survey Inspection
Vehicle (PASIV) and is used to meas-
ure obstacles in pedestrian areas that
are potentially dangerous for trip and
fall injuries. This is complemented by
a cloud-based platform being devel-
oped to manage the data and generate
our end report for our customers. Such
customers include local authorities,
tourism groups, stadiums and private
companies such as hotels.

The impact of what we do is direct-
ly connected to the problem. The prob-
lem of accessibility and safety can be
measured by the amount of annual
budget spending on repairing pedes-
trian areas plus litigation costs, which
is on the rise each year. We measure
the success of our work by the number
of areas that will be accessible for
those who have found their world clos-
ing in on them due to the lack of
access, the cause of this is related
simply to issues on footpaths and
pedestrian areas.
Benefits:
Preventative planning
Saving money for our customers
Accessible footpaths
Reduction in litigation costs
Reduction of injuries
www.pavanu.com
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+Rehab Studio
+rehabstudio is a creative
technology company with offices
in London, New York, Belfast and San Francisco. Our services include
strategy, digital campaigns, design and build, production, product design
and everything in between.

The world has changed but the creative process hasn't, so we’ve hacked
advertising to make it better; combining our deep knowledge of emerging
technology and culture with rapid prototyping and consumer insights. For
over ten years we’ve been activating brand stories and creating incredible
customer experiences that live on the internet, mobile and the physical
world. 

At the core of +rehabstudio lies the concept of ‘Making it better’ -
improving things for ourselves, our clients and the world. See how we have
made it better for clients including Google, Disney, Facebook and YouTube
at www.rehabstudio.com.

A & L Goodbody
A&L Goodbody is
internationally recognised
as one of the leading corporate law firms in Northern Ireland. Our expertise
across a wide range of practice areas allows us to provide legal advice to
companies on all aspects of doing business, from venture capital
investments into growth businesses and private equity deals, to
commercial, real estate, and employment issues arising in regard to
acquisitions, sales or restructurings. A&L Goodbody is uniquely positioned
in Northern Ireland, offering a combination of local market leading expertise
and knowledge, with the strength and depth of resources of a law firm that
is internationally recognised for providing the highest quality legal advice.
The fully integrated Belfast and Dublin teams offer a comprehensive and
experienced service across the island of Ireland, while our colleagues in the
London, New York, San Francisco and Palo Alto offices provide unparalleled
international knowledge.

Working with in-house lawyers, company directors, investors, developers,
HR professionals, pension trustees and entrepreneurs, our experts help deal
with day-to-day issues and complex, strategic matters.
We offer a partner-led service backed up by the strength and support of
more than 700 colleagues, each delivering first-class legal advice. This is
why our people are trusted advisers to multi-national businesses, financial
institutions, local SME’s and government departments alike.

Our offices in Belfast, Dublin, London, New York, Palo Alto and San
Francisco are supported by initiatives specific to other jurisdictions,
including China, India, Germany and Canada, enabling us to provide a 24/7
service to our international clients.
www.algoodbody.ie.

Aer Lingus
Lately in the headlines, Aer Lingus has had its ups
and down in recent years but in more recent times
there has been a return to relative profitability.
Former Chief Executive Christoph Mueller was
always open to tie-ups with other airlines, with the
exception of its most ardent suitor and rival, Ryanair.

Aer Lingus operates a joint ticketing deal with U.S. airline JetBlue and
this year it has expanded services on existing U.S. routes while also
opening up new routes to San Francisco and Toronto. 

Meanwhile, the Irish carrier is now well settled into its new quarters at
JFK in New York after its move last year from crowded Terminal 4 to the
nearby JetBlue Terminal 5. 

This marriage of green and blue has been a success thus far with Aer
Lingus JFK passengers enjoying the space and relative ease of connection
through the U.S. carrier's ultra-modern facility. www.aerlingus.com.

Allstate Northern Ireland
Allstate NI was established in Belfast in 1999 to provide high quality
software development services
and business solutions in
support of its parent company,
The Allstate Corporation; the
United States largest publically
held personal lines, property
and casualty insurer.  Allstate
NI is Northern Ireland’s largest IT Company with over 2,300 employees
across three sites in Belfast, L’Derry and Strabane. 

Allstate NI plays a strategic role in developing, transforming and
maintaining the various technology platforms used within Allstate Corp and
supports its day to day business, looking after the different systems that
you would expect from one of the world's largest insurance company’s to
run including Infrastructure Services, Business Process Management,
Managed Services, Consultancy Specialist Services, Application
Development & Integration and Application Maintenance.
Allstate NI is a major centre for innovative software development, covering
the full software lifecycle of design, development, maintenance and
support. In recent years Allstate NI has expanded into newer technologies
with major investment in state of the art in-house development centres,
advocating open source infrastructure and agile development
methodologies.  

Allstate NI is committed to helping promote IT through collaborations
with a number of Universities and Colleges in the Republic of Ireland and
Northern Ireland.  Allstate NI also work closely with Invest Northern Ireland,
The Department of Employment and Learning, Sync NI, the Northern Ireland
Science Park and The Irish Software Research Centre (LERO).

Allstate NI recruits the best talent both at experienced and graduate
level in order to meet and exceed the technological and business
development needs of the business. We provide a wealth of career
opportunities within a range of diverse business areas, allowing employees
to learn new technologies and skills and progress within the company. The
Allstate NI offices in Strabane and L’Derry employ over 1,000 people
providing technical support and a range of IT support and development
services.  

Allstate NI has won over 110 highly prestigious business awards at local,
national and international level for its excellent work life balance
programmes including 'Employer of the Year' at the 2014 Strabane Business
Awards for the last 3 years, Investor in People Gold status and several
Excellence in Social Responsibility awards.

Allstate NI is proud of the range of core and fringe benefits we provide
to our employees. We aren't just about great career opportunities, we also
offer excellent employee benefits including; flexible working, family friendly
policies, an employee recognition programme, private healthcare, sports
and social activities and the opportunity to get involved in community
projects. 
www.allstate.com.

Almac Group
Almac is a contract research
organization based in Craigavon,
County Armagh where Alan
Armstrong is Chairman and CEO.
The company employs about 3,300 in Ireland and the United Kingdom as
well as the United States. The company provides integrated drug
development services, research, manufacturing, to about 600 clients. 

Almac's research targets five main branches: diagnostics, sciences,
clinical services, clinical technologies and pharmaceutical services. It was
founded in 1968 as Galen by the late Sir Allen McClay.
Almac is involved in joint efforts with a couple of companies. It formed a
deal with Hewlett-Packard investing in the company's test applications
software, which will help shorten the time that a drug spends in clinical
trials. www.almacgroup.com.

AON 
Aon Risk Solutions is the global risk
management arm of Aon plc. It is based in
Lower Manhattan where Matthew
Schneider is chief operating officer for the
Greater New York region and Marc McCabe the Senior Vice President.
Schneider and McCabe direct the company's focus on retaining clients,
optimizing service standards within the account executive ranks, driving
blended property/casualty and health and benefits middle-market growth,
as well as working with local carrier management.

Named for the Irish word meaning 'one,' parent company Aon
Corporation is the leading global provider of risk management services,
insurance and reinsurance brokerage, and human capital consulting.
Through its 37,000 professionals worldwide, Aon readily delivers distinctive
client value via innovative and effective risk management and workforce
productivity solutions. 

Its industry-leading global resources, technical expertise and industry
knowledge are delivered locally through more than 500 offices in more than
120 countries. In 2008, Aon established a global Center of Excellence in
Dublin, expanding its global analytic, product development and operating
capabilities toward the goal of rapidly deploying new and innovative
services to meet the changing needs of clients. 

Named the world's best broker by Euromoney magazine's 2008 and
2009 Insurance Survey, Aon was also voted the best insurance
intermediary, best reinsurance intermediary and best employee benefits
consulting firm in 2007, 2008 and 2009 by the readers of Business
Insurance magazine. The iconic company is led by the legendary Irish
American businessman Andy McKenna of Chicago. 
www.aon.com.

Avolon
Avolon is a leading, global aircraft
leasing firm. Established in 2010, Avolon
provides aircraft leasing and lease
management services to airlines and aircraft investors worldwide. Avolon is
led by an experienced and respected team with a proven track record in our
industry – through a number of industry cycles. Our objective has been –
and remains – to build the leading aircraft leasing platform in the industry
providing superior service to customers. Our growth and global platform is
underpinned by a clear set of corporate values, which are the basis for how
we run our business.

Ireland is famous the world over for its tradition of story-telling. Our
unique aviation history is perhaps less well known.  Ireland truly has a rich
aviation heritage and a fascinating story to tell.  From the very first
transatlantic flight, to the growth of Europe’s largest airline to being at the
forefront of the global multi-billion dollar aircraft finance sector. This is a
story of which we are very proud and very much a  story that is still being
written… In 2014, Avolon commissioned a documentary Pioneers &
Aviators, A Century of Irish Aviation. The documentary tells the story of the
pioneering individuals whose vision, passion, successes and failures helped
forge Ireland’s unique aviation landscape.
www.avolon.aero 

Baker & McKenzie
Baker & McKenzie defined the
global law firm in the 20th
century, and we are redefining it to meet the challenges of the global
economy in the 21st . Northern Ireland is now an important part of our story.

We bring the instinctively global perspective and deep market knowledge
and insights of more than 12,000 people in 77 offices worldwide. Our global
outlook informs and inspires everything we do and that's certainly true in
Northern Ireland where we opened our second Global Services Centre.

Since starting with just one employee in August 2014, Global Services
Belfast has grown to almost 200 people and it doesn’t stop there.

A well educated workforce was the main reason we came to Northern
Ireland and nurturing and investing in that talent is essential to our
success. We have forged good relationships with the University of Ulster
and Queen's University, attending recruitment fairs and hosting university
delegations at our offices.  The results speak for themselves; a significant
majority of our legal professionals come from the institutions right on our
doorstep and they have already surpassed our expectations.

Whether we are in Belfast or Budapest, helping the communities where
we operate is an integral part of our work. We have set up a two-year
sponsorship with local mental health charity, Aware, and work hard with
local business organisations to mentor young talent. We don’t just support
our communities; we invest in them.  In Belfast, we are establishing pro
bono and community service opportunities and we intend to be a market
leader in Diversity and Inclusion initiatives.

One of our senior partners said  “Belfast changes the conversation”. We
agree. In Belfast we are re-designing the way we deliver our services for the
Firm and most importantly, for our clients. Clients want to work with firms
that demonstrate a commitment to adapting to their needs, not just talking
about it. And each and every member of the Belfast team plays a part.

Bank of Ireland
Bank of Ireland has long been
one of the leading Irish financial
institutions and despite the turbulence of recent years, remains a
cornerstone of Ireland's financial system and its monetary dealing with the
wider world.

The bank is headquartered at Mespil road in Dublin, and has operations
throughout the Republic of Ireland. Richie Boucher is the current Group
Chief Executive. The bank also operates in Northern Ireland, where it prints
its own banknotes in Pounds Sterling. In Great Britain, the bank expanded
largely through the takeover of the Bristol and West Building Society in

1996. Bank of Ireland also provides financial services for the British Post
Office throughout the UK. Operations in the rest of the world are primarily
undertaken by Bank of Ireland Corporate Banking which provides services
in France, Germany, Australia and the United States where the bank
operates out of Greenwich, Connecticut.
Bank of Ireland is the oldest bank in continuous operation in Ireland and
traces its origins back to Dublin in 1783.

Despite its name, the Bank of Ireland is not, and was never, the Irish
central bank. However, as well as being a commercial bank - a deposit-taker
and a credit institution - it performed many central bank functions, much
like the earlier-established Bank of Scotland and Bank of England. The Bank
of Ireland operated the Exchequer Account and during the nineteenth
century acted as something of a banker of last resort. Even the titles of the
chairman of the board of directors (the Governor) and the title of the board
itself (the Court of Directors) suggest a central bank status. 

The headquarters of the bank until the 1970s was the impressive Bank
of Ireland building on College Green, Dublin. This building was originally
designed by Edward Lovett Pearce in 1729 to host the Irish Parliament, and
it was the world's first purpose-built two-chamber parliament building. In
the 1970s the bank moved its headquarters to a modern building on Lower
Baggot Street. In 2010 the bank moved to a new, smaller headquarters on
Mespil Road. The group provides a broad range of financial services in
Ireland to the personal, commercial, industrial and agricultural sectors.
These include checking and deposit services, overdrafts, term loans,
mortgages, international asset financing, leasing, installment credit, debt
financing, foreign exchange facilities, interest and exchange rate hedging
instruments, executor and trustee services.

Bank of Ireland has been a leader in Ireland's return to the international
bond market. www.bankofireland.com.

Beam Suntory 
As the world’s third largest
premium spirits company, Beam
Suntory inspires human
connections by Crafting the Spirits Brands that Stir the World.  Consumers
from all corners of the globe call for the company’s brands, including the
flagship Jim Beam Bourbon and Yamazaki Japanese whisky, as well as
world renown premium brands including Maker’s Mark, Knob Creek,
Hakushu, Hibiki, Teacher’s, Laphroaig, Bowmore, Canadian Club,
Courvoisier, Sauza, Pinnacle and Midori. 

Beam Suntory was created in 2014 by combining the world leader in
Bourbon and the pioneer in Japanese Whisky to form a new company with
deep heritage, passion for quality, innovative spirit and entrepreneurial
culture.  Headquartered in the Chicago area, Beam Suntory is a subsidiary
of Suntory Holdings Limited of Japan.

The people of Beam Suntory are the custodians of brands with histories
measured in centuries. In 1795, a farmer and grain mill operator named
Jacob Beam produced the first barrel of whiskey that would become Jim
Beam, our flagship bourbon brand, now overseen by seventh generation
Jim Beam Master Distiller Fred Noe.

The history of Suntory began in 1899 when the founder Shinjiro Torii
started producing sweet wines. He then courageously produced the first
Japanese whisky and today, Suntory is the No.1 whisky distiller in Japan,
known for its flagship single malt whisky Yamazaki, Hakushu and the
blended whisky Hibiki.

Suntory has at its core a “Yatte Minahare – Go for it!” spirit that
encourages its team to dream big … the very same values and
entrepreneurial spirit that built Beam for more than 200 years and that
guide Beam Suntory as a global leader in premium spirits.

Bemis Healthcare Packaging
Bemis Healthcare Packaging provides high-quality, engineered packaging
solutions tailored for the protection of
your cutting edge medical devices,
sensitive drugs and sophisticated
diagnostic systems. We specialize in the
manufacture of co-extruded, laminated
and flexible films, foil barrier laminations,
pouches, bags, thermoformed trays, lids, labels, heat seal coated DuPont™
Tyvek® and medical grades of paper.

After recently welcoming SteriPack to the Bemis family of companies,
we provide Outsourcing Services, such as Supply Chain Management,
Product Packaging and Sterilization Management. We also offer In-House
Testing Services, to include Accelerated & Real Time Aging, Analytical
Testing, Material Testing, Package & Seal Integrity and Transportation
Testing.

Our company’s 100% Healthcare Packaging dedicated plants means we
are better able to provide the materials you need for the efficacy of your
product.
We are Committed to Your Success:
• Our focus on you, our customer, will drive our business;
• We will be the provider of risk-free products, with the highest standards
for quality;
• We will deliver breakthrough innovation, with investments in world
class assets, systems and R&D facilities; 

With ISO certified international facilities, Bemis Healthcare Packaging
reduces your risk by providing redundant manufacturing. Our on-going
contingency plans include security, redundant manufacturing capabilities
and standardization of global product specifications.
Investing for the future Bemis Healthcare Packaging is continually
developing packaging solutions based on material science expertise. 

Our commitment to customers is demonstrated by our continued
investment in a world-class infrastructure, process improvements and risk
reduction capabilities. These ongoing efforts enable the company to stay on
target with our goal to be the healthcare industry’s most trusted packaging
provider. 

Chef
Chef Software is changing the way
companies build and deliver software to
delight customers. Chef is the leader in
automation for DevOps, a cultural and
professional movement, focused on how
we build and operate high velocity organizations, born from the experiences
of its practitioners. Built on a strong open source foundation, we have
distilled the proven patterns and practices for fast and scalable software
development into our leading IT automation platform. Chef automates the
continuous and unified delivery of applications and infrastructure, enabling
enterprises worldwide to deliver software much faster with minimal risk.
With hundreds of commercial customers and tens of thousands of open
source community members, we are leading one of the strongest
technology movements in the world today

U.S. - Ireland Top 50 Companies
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Chicago Mercantile
The Chicago Mercantile Exchange is
a U.S. financial and commodity
derivative exchange based in Chicago. As of last year, it operates a center
of operations in Belfast.

The CME was founded in 1898 as the Chicago Butter and Egg Board,
an agricultural commodities exchange. Originally, the exchange was a
non-profit organization. The CME de-mutualized in November 2000, went
public in December 2002, and merged with the Chicago Board of Trade in
July 2007 to become a designated contract market of the CME Group
Inc., which operates both markets. 

The chief executive officer of CME Group is Phupinder Gill, and
Terrence A. Duffy is the president and executive chairman of the board.
CME Group offers the widest range of global benchmark products across
all major asset classes based on interest rates, equity indexes, foreign
exchange, energy, agriculture commodities, metals, weather and real
estate.

Thirty members of staff were initially in place at CME Group's
Technology and Support Services center in Belfast with an additional 70
employees to follow. The center has been supported by Invest Northern
Ireland with further assistance from the Department for Employment and
Learning under its Assured Skills Program.

"This state-of-the-art development facility is a fitting home for a
company that is at the forefront of the financial services technology
sector. CME Group is the kind of high quality inward investor that Invest
NI seeks to attract to Northern Ireland in order to help develop a
knowledge-based economy with long-term sustainability," North First
Minister Peter Robinson said at the opening of the center.

Added Deputy First Minister Martin McGuinness: "The financial
services technology sector is hugely important to our economy in its
potential to create wealth through high value jobs and export focused
trading. CME Group's decision to locate here reflects the availability of
our talented IT and financial services staff and the high quality, yet cost
effective, business environment." www.cmegroup.com.

CIE TOURS
2013 was a record breaker for CIE Tours
according to Brian Stack, Chief Executive
of New Jersey-based CIE Tours
International.
Despite the tough economic conditions, CIE Tours reached the end of 2012
being able to point to 320,000 bed nights in Ireland, 27,000 visitors to the
Cliffs of Moher, 18,000 to the Guinness Storehouse in Dublin, 15,000
visitors to Bunratty Castle Medieval Banquet, and 10,000 visitors to the
newly opened Titanic Belfast attraction, Stack told guests at a recent Media
and travel business lunch hosted by CIE Tours in Manhattan.

And as good as 2012 was, 2013, the “Year of the Gathering,” was even
better. CIE Tours has been in business for 80 years so it's a fair bet to say
that the company well knows its market. Though it is an Irish company, CIE
Tours also sends its customers on tours to Britain and continental Europe.
In the case of Britain, the company has been seeing significant percentage
increases in escorted tours to England, Scotland and Wales over the past
couple of years.

Stack attributes part of the company's success to the fact that it insists
that hoteliers and others apply the highest standards for the company's
customers and that those customers be treated as individuals on holiday,
and not just be consigned to the category of being part of a large tour
group."Over the years we have built up an enviable reputation for security
and reliability with satisfied clients throughout North America," says Stack.

"We are members of the American Society of Travel Agents and the
United States Tour Operators Association. Both organizations ensure that
all members meet stringent standards to protect the traveling public. In
addition, we set our own high standards for delivering excellent vacations
with state-of-the-art luxury coaches, prompt and pleasant customer service,
the best hotels, and carefully chosen visits and entertainment, including
the new and exciting Titanic Belfast visitor Experience."

Stack was born in Dublin and began his career at Aer Lingus. In 1990
he joined CIE Tours International as President and CEO for North America.
In 2007, Stack became Managing Director of CIE Tours International. He is
now responsible for their global market. www.cietours.com.

CITI
Citi, the leading global bank, has approximately
200 million customer accounts and does
business in more than 160 countries and
jurisdictions. Citi provides consumers,
corporations, governments and institutions with a broad range of financial
products and services, including consumer banking and credit, corporate
and investment banking, securities brokerage, transaction services, and
wealth management.

Citi currently operates, for management reporting purposes, via two
primary business segments: Citicorp, representing Citi's core growth
franchises, and Citi Holdings, which contains businesses and assets that
are not core to Citi's future. Citicorp includes Global Consumer Banking
(GCB) andInstitutional Clients Group (ICG) and is focused on providing
best-in-class products and services to customers and leveraging Citi's
unparalleled global network, including many of the world's emerging
economies. 

Concentrix Technologies
California-based Concentrix produces
software for a wide range of business
activities and is a recognized leader in
providing platforms, people and services to support high-value interactions
at every stage of the customer lifecycle. So no surprises that with high
value in mind it has an operation in Belfast.

Chris Caldwell, president, Concentrix Corporation, said of the presence
in Belfast: "Our European operations service a fast growing, dynamic
market so when looking for potential locations for our expansion, Northern
Ireland was immediately one of our main options. The support provided by
Invest NI, the strength of the ICT sector and the resources on offer make
our decision an easy one." Concentrix Technologies' Belfast operation is
based at Lanyon Place. 

Cowen Group
Cowen and Company offers comprehensive
investment banking services, including equity,
equity-linked and debt financings and mergers
and acquisitions advisory services. In addition,
we offer our clients access to world-class research, institutional sales and
trading services and a comprehensive suite of prime brokerage services.

Drawing upon the depth of our research and industry knowledge, we
specialize in the key areas of growth in our economy. Our industry sector

expertise includes Health Care, Technology, Media and Telecommunications
(TMT), Information and Technology Services, Consumer, Energy, Aerospace
& Defense / Industrials, Transportation and Real Estate. In addition, we
offer extensive and focused aftermarket trading services as a leading
market maker in our target sectors.
While our principal product is knowledge, meeting the demands of our
clients is our first order of business. We are convinced that the
fundamental tenets that served us so well in the past century –
uncompromising service, time-honored ethics, and a dedication to helping
clients capitalize on change – will serve us well in this century.

Cybersource
We're more than a global payment
gateway — we're a payment
management company. CyberSource
provides a complete portfolio of
services that simplify and automate payment operations. Customers use
our CyberSource and Authorize.Net brand solutions to process online
payments, streamline fraud management, and simplify payment security.

Born during the dawn of eCommerce in 1994, CyberSource was one of
the pioneers in online payment and fraud management services for
medium and large-sized merchants. In 2007, we acquired the leading U.S.
small business payment services provider, Authorize.Net, thus expanding
our market footprint to cover businesses ranging from the smallest sole
proprietorships to the largest global brands. In 2010 CyberSource was
acquired by, and operates as a wholly-owned subsidiary of Visa Inc.

Today, over 400,000 businesses worldwide use CyberSource solutions.
The company is headquartered in Foster City, California, with offices
throughout Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Middle East and Africa, and the
United States.

Danu Partners
Danu Partners is a Dublin based
private investment firm, with a range
of investments in Ireland, the UK, the
US and a number of other countries.  Danu has a particular focus on the
hospitality sector, where it has interests in Dublin, London and across the
United States.  Danu is a significant shareholder in the Mercantile Group,
which is one of the largest bar and restaurant operators in Ireland, owing
well known venues, such as Café en Seine, Whelan’s, Opium, the George,
the Mercantile, Marcel’s and Pichet.  Danu is also the main shareholder in
the Smith & Wollensky Restaurant Group, which owns the iconic Smith &
Wollensky steakhouse brand worldwide, outside of New York City and
operates Smith & Wollensly venues across the United States and
internationally.

Danu was founded in 2009 by Michael O’Rourke, Leonard Ryan and
Mark O’Meara.  Leonard and Michael were the founders of the Setanta
Sports Group, which they founded in 1992 and built into a major
international sports broadcaster with worldwide operations including
channels in the US, Canada, Ireland, the UK, Asia, Eurasia and Australia.

Dot Irish
Dot-Irish LLC is the registry operator for
the new .Irish top-level domain (TLD) for
the global Irish community of over
70m people located in Ireland, UK, US,

Canada, Mainland Europe, Australia and
New Zealand. The .Irish domain name is an exciting development for Irish
people and organisations around the world, who now have the opportunity
to be.irish online and connect with  their global Irish community.

Modern communication technology as exemplified by the internet has
lead to a more profoundly deep and connected global  Irish community
than ever before. The adoption of the .irish domain by Irish people all over
the world is the natural extension of this trend - providing as it does a
common space online for individuals and organisations around the world to
continue developing  our shared connections and heritage. Dot-Irish is
committed to nurturing this global Irish community, of which we proudly
identify as members.

First Derivates
First Derivatives is a leading provider of products
and consulting services to the capital markets
industry. Focused on financial institutions that work
cross-asset, often with multi-system and/or high
volume trading activities, the Company scopes,
designs, develops, implements and supports a
broad range of mission critical data and trading
systems across front, middle and back-office operations. ��

Incorporated in 1996, First Derivatives has served the capital markets
industry since its incorporation. The Company holds a niche market
position in terms of domain knowledge of capital market asset classes, as
well as expertise in leading financial services systems. The Company
continues to work closely with leading global financial institutions to
enable client proprietary and 3rd Party systems cope with the demands of
high volume, complex trading in an increasingly regulated market. This
combination of domain knowledge and technical expertise in leading
financial services technologies has motivated the Company to invest in
developing its own product suite. ��

First Derivatives is a publicly held company, trading on the London Stock
Exchange and Irish Stock Exchange. The Company is headquartered in
Newry, Northern Ireland from where it has established its research and
development centre, its Capital Markets Competency Centre and its near-
shore support facilities. The Company has continued to expand its service
offering and now has operational bases in Europe, North America, Asia and
Australia to service its global client base. It is recognized as one of the
fastest growing capital markets service providers in the world. First
Derivatives now employs over 1,600 employees worldwide. �

H&K International
Selling to 20,000 restaurants in 20 countries
worldwide, Dublin-based H&K is a leading global
supplier of stainless steel kitchen equipment to
the Food Service Industry. With a long-established
reputation for quality products, precision
manufacturing and exceptional customer support,
the company has spread its footprint to North America. H&K delivers
flexible, value-driven restaurant equipment solutions to major customers in
the Americas, Europe, Australia and Asia. A key feature of the H&K
business is its ability to deliver complete kitchen packages to new or
existing restaurant sites anywhere in the world.

Originally American-owned, H&K was bought out by an Irish
management team in 2002 led by CEO David Bobbett from the company's
Dublin office. The company employs 970 worldwide and has annual sales of

around $350 million. Its biggest client is McDonald's. www.hkionline.com.

HBO
Home Box Office, Inc. is the premium
television programming subsidiary of Time
Warner Inc. and the world’s most successful
pay TV service, providing the two television
services – HBO® and Cinemax® – to
approximately 131 million subscribers worldwide.  The services offer the
popular subscription video-on-demand products HBO On Demand® and
Cinemax On Demand®, as well as HBO GO® and MAX GO®, HD feeds and
multiplex channels. HBO NOW®, the network’s internet-only premium
streaming service, provides audiences with instant access to HBO’s
acclaimed programming in the U.S. Internationally, HBO branded television
networks, along with the subscription video-on-demand products HBO On
Demand and HBO GO, bring HBO services to over 60 countries.  HBO and
Cinemax programming is sold into over 150 countries worldwide.

Hibernia Networks 
Hibernia Networks, headquartered in Dublin,
Ireland, owns and operates a global network
serving more than 100 markets and
spanning 25 countries. Hibernia Networks
serves customers with unparalleled support,
flexibility and service in a variety of industry segments including financial
markets, web-centric, media and entertainment, and telecom service
providers. Providing enterprise-class and wholesale global connectivity
solutions, Hibernia Networks offers secure and diverse optical transport,
Ethernet, and carrier-grade IP transit services. Hibernia Networks also
offers dedicated cloud connectivity, low latency services, DTM and
HiberniaCDN for seamless anytime, anywhere content delivery. Hibernia
Express, Hibernia Networks’ next-generation transatlantic cable, provides
the lowest latency connections available between major commercial and
financial centers in North America, Europe and beyond. The state-of-the-art
cable system garnered two 2015 Global Carriers Awards - Subsea Project of
the Year and Best Subsea Innovation.www.hibernianetworks.com

HP
Our vision is to create technology that makes life
better for everyone, everywhere — every person,
every organization, and every community around the
globe. This motivates us — inspires us — to do what
we do. To make what we make. To invent, and to
reinvent. To engineer experiences that amaze. We
won’t stop pushing ahead, because you won’t stop
pushing ahead. You’re reinventing how you work. How you play. How you
live. With our technology, you’ll reinvent your world.

Icon
ICON plc is a global provider of drug
development solutions and services to the
pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical
device industries and is one of Ireland’s
most successful indigenous companies. Founded and headquartered in
Dublin in 1990, ICON employs 12,200 people worldwide in 40 countries and
counts all the world’s leading pharmaceutical, biotechnology and medical
device companies amongst its customers. ICON specialises in the strategic
development, management and analysis of programs that support clinical
development. The company offers a full range of consulting, development
and commercialisation services that help clients to accelerate the
development of drugs and devices that save lives and improve quality of
life. For further information please visit www.iconplc.com. Follow @iconplc
on Twitter www.iconplc.com 

Kainos
Kainos is a high-growth IT
services company providing
digital technology solutions
and agile software development to enterprise customers. We’ve been
operating successfully for more than 26 years, and employ over 500
people, with offices in the UK, Ireland and Poland. 

Our clients are predominantly in the Public, Healthcare and Financial
Services sectors, and include well-known global organisations and large
government departments.

Our people are knowledgeable, enthusiastic and have a work ethic that
our clients tell us is unique. They really like working for us: we are
consistently recognised as one of the Sunday Times 100 Best Companies to
Work For. www.kainos.com  

KEMP Technologies
KEMP Technologies, Inc. was founded in
2000 in Yaphank, New York and operates in
the application delivery industry. The
company creates load balancing products which balance user traffic
between multiple servers in an organization, business or managed service
provider's infrastructure. In 2010, KEMP opened a European headquarters
in Limerick.

KEMP's load balancers are primarily used by small-to-medium
businesses including law firms and banks. 

Commenting at the time of the announcement of the Limerick move,
Kevin Mahon, President of KEMP Technologies said: "Ireland provides KEMP
with all the necessary requirements for the establishment of its EMEA
Headquarters including a highly skilled workforce, access to an excellent
research base at the University of Limerick, and the availability of
competitively priced technology equipped  office space. KEMP in Limerick
will focus on the development of the EMEA market.  The successful
establishment of the operation will increase the capability of KEMP to carry
out advanced sales, marketing and customer support s from a European
base."  www.kemptechnologies.com.

Kernel Capital
Kernel Capital is the independent
manager of the Bank of Ireland Kernel
Capital Growth Funds, comprising of
$280m of funds raised through six
separate venture capital funds in the
years 2002, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2013
and 2015. These Funds are supported by Bank of Ireland, Invest NI,
Enterprise Ireland, New York State Common Retirement Fund, University of
Limerick Foundation and National University of Ireland Galway Foundation.
Kernel Capital has a portfolio of over 75 companies that employ over 1,000

U.S. - Ireland Top 50 Companies
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U.S. - Ireland Top 50 Companies
people. Kernel Capital’s investment performance ranks amongst the top tier
of comparable venture capital funds globally. The firm target deal size in
the range of $1m to $5m, larger in syndication and are actively investing in
both jurisdictions on the island of Ireland. Invest NI's investment in the
Bank of Ireland Kernel Capital Growth Fund is part financed by the
European Regional Development Fund under the EU Investment for Growth
and Jobs Programme 2014-2020. Kernel Capital is regulated by the Central
Bank of Ireland and is MiFID approved.  
www.kernel-capital.com 

Kerry Foods
Kerry has enjoyed phenomenal
success since commencing
operations in 1972. Our history traces
the evolution and growth of Kerry
Group – from its modest beginnings in the south west of Ireland into a
leading player in the global food industry.

Commencing from a green field site in Listowel, Co. Kerry, Ireland over
40 years ago, Kerry Group has realised sustained profitable growth with
current annualised sales of approximately €6.1billion.
The dynamics of all food and beverage markets, lifestyle changes and the
internationalisation of food tastes with a growing preference for
convenience, variety and quality prepared foods or snack products, means
the Group's worldwide businesses are well positioned for continued
growth and development.

We are confident that Kerry Group can continue to grow and develop
its global business while continuing to build its added-value consumer
foods offerings to our selected international markets.
Kerry is a major international food corporation. Every day millions of
people throughout the world consume food or beverage products
containing our ingredients, flavour or nutritional products.

Liberty Mutual
Liberty Mutual Group,
more commonly known by
the name of its primary
line of business, Liberty
Mutual Insurance, is an
American diversified global insurer. It ranks 81st on the Fortune 100 list of
largest corporations in the U.S. based on 2012 revenue. Based in Boston,
Massachusetts, it employs over 50,000 people in more than 900 locations
throughout the world, including Ireland. As of December 31, 2012, Liberty
Mutual Insurance had $120.1 billion in consolidated assets, $101.5 billion in
consolidated liabilities, and $36.9 billion in annual consolidated revenue.
The company, founded in 1912, offers a wide range of insurance products
and services, including personal automobile, homeowners, workers
compensation, commercial multiple peril, commercial automobile, general
liability, global specialty, group disability, fire and surety. The current CEO
is David H. Long, who succeeded his predecessor Edmund (Ted) F. Kelly on
June 29, 2011. 
According to its Irish website, Liberty has been operating in Ireland since
1997. "From our base in Dublin we offer the core lines of Commercial
Property and Liability Insurance, Professional Indemnity, Directors &
Officers and Financial Institutions insurances. 

We also offer more specialist products such as Aviation, Marine
Transit, Energy and Engineering, Kidnap and Ransom, Products Guarantee,
Surety Bonds and Environmental Impairment Liability.  All products
detailed on the wider European website are available through the Irish
operation. We work with a select network of Irish brokers and seek to give
them a competitive advantage to take to the customer. We actively seek to
differentiate well managed businesses and then reward them with a
combination of competitive price and stability. Our local expertise in
underwriting and claims backed by the strength and financial stability of
the Liberty Mutual Insurance Group means we are well equipped to meet
the demands of Irish brokers and clients." www.libertymutual.com.

MRP
MRP is a global provider of marketing
intelligence, software, and services. For 15
years, some of the world’s largest brands have
relied on MRP to drive pipeline, inform
marketing decisions and deliver the insights
needed to more effectively sell to their target
accounts.  

The origins of MRP date back to 2002, when the two founders, Kevin
Cunningham and James Regan, set out to solve the challenges that
companies faced when working to expand the sales footprint beyond
major enterprises and into the midmarket.  Early success during these
start-up years led to rapid growth as MRP built the team and scaled the
operation to support a strong, primarily North American focused client
base.    

In 2008, MRP became part of Newry, County Down based, First
Derivatives plc (LSE: FDP) and, two years later, established its European
marketing hub in Belfast.  This operation also started small though has
since become the market leader in EMEA and a leading employer in the
city, employing more than 175 talented and entrepreneurially-minded
global sales and marketing professionals. More recently, MRP has
expanded its global presence to 12 offices including new locations in the
USA, Nicaragua, Singapore, and Australia. 

Today, MRP employees over 400 team members and its marketing
efforts, via its Delta Marketing Cloud, reach more than 100 countries on a
daily basis.   The Delta Marketing Cloud combines predictive intelligence
with integrated marketing tactics to deliver global account-based
marketing programs.  Additionally, by defining end-to-end to mean
analytics and action together marketing and sales programs can be
designed to rapidly turn insight into action and action into value. The
company’s unique marketing technologies are an innovative solution for
attracting and converting the right prospects. 

From its inception, MRP has had strong connections to Ireland and
was proud to be honored as The Irish Echo’s Irish-American Company of
the Year back in 2009.  More recently, the firm was a provincial winner of
an Ulster Bank Business Achiever Award, and has been named to the
Belfast Business Top 50, the Business & Finance FDI 100, and now
honored to be recognized on this prestigious list of US-Ireland Top 50
Companies.

Mastercard
MasterCard is a technology company operating in the global payments
industry, where we are leading the way toward a world beyond cash.

MasterCard’s technology gives us the power to
expand connectivity and inclusion, increase
opportunity, and drive prosperity for individuals,
businesses, and communities, anywhere, from the
most advanced cities on the planet to the
developing world.
As the leading payments technology company:

• MasterCard operates the world’s fastest payments processing network,
connecting consumers, financial institutions, merchants, governments,
and businesses in more than 210 countries and territories.
• MasterCard’s products and solutions make everyday commerce
activities–such as shopping, traveling, running a business, and managing
finances–easier, safer and more efficient for everyone.

Through our innovative payment solutions, MasterCard connects close
to two billion cardholders with tens of millions of merchants around the
world, delivering value for all those that participate.

Micro Focus
There are over 130 staff in the Belfast
offices, with a further 300+ staff in
Galway, Dublin, Ennis. These staff
cover functions such as world wide
support, world wide maintenance,
world wide sales for Micro Focus, along with HR, finance, procurement, IT
support desk and marketing functions. I first joined Micro Focus on 2012
and have developed my career from an account rep covering UK & Ireland
to running an inside sales team covering Europe and being part of the
product leadership teams for the Micro Focus application, delivery and test
portfolio.
hwww.microfocus.com

MOD Squad
Founded in 2007 by CEO Amy
Pritchard, ModSquad is recognized as
a leader in outsourced digital
engagement services including
moderation, customer support, social media services, and community
management. The company’s global team of 10,000+ Mods chat with
customers, moderate web content, manage communities, and buzz in
social media. The Mods leverage their expertise, best-in-class tools, and
techniques to help companies create valuable engagements with their
customers and communities.

ModSquad does this by mapping its best experts to the clients’ needs,
identifying Mods with appropriate backgrounds, skills, location, language,
and a passion for the product or company. In many cases, the Mods are
already customers of these clients, and have an inherent understanding of
the company’s audience.

ModSquad’s clients are also well served by the flexibility offered by our
solution. The company offers on-demand and scalable models that
efficiently align with the peaks and valleys experienced by companies
throughout the seasons, eliminating the need for hiring, training, and
downsizing.

Clients have responded with overwhelming positivity to ModSquad’s
suite of service offerings. We’ve managed digital services for such top-tier
companies and organizations as the NFL, the U.S. Army, Warner Bros.,
PBS, HarperCollins, the U.S. State Department, Sony, National Geographic,
Showtime Networks, Topps, Yelp, Electronic Arts, Nickelodeon, the
Carnegie Hall Corporation, and Riot Games.

To best serve these global powerhouses, ModSquad has expanded
internationally. In 2015, ModSquad opened an operations centre in
Londonderry, Northern Ireland, part of a grant program funded by Invest
Northern Ireland.

The Derry expansion is reflective of the company’s impressive growth, as
ModSquad continued to upscale the business, create new partner
relationships, and add to the list of clients who are dazzled by our
services.

We are the Mods. Digital engagement is our movement. 

NantHealth
NantHealth, a member of the
NantWorks ecosystem of
companies, is a next-
generation, evidence-based,
personalized healthcare
company enabling improved patient outcomes and more effective
treatment decisions for critical illnesses. NantHealth‘s unique systems-
based approach to personalized healthcare applies novel diagnostics
tailored to the specific molecular profiles of patient tissues and integrates
this molecular data in a clinical setting with large-scale, real-time
biometric signal and phenotypic data to track patient outcomes and
deliver precision medicine. For nearly a decade, NantHealth has developed
an adaptive learning system, CLINICS, which includes its unique software,
middleware and hardware systems infrastructure that collects, indexes,
analyzes and interprets billions of molecular, clinical, operational and
financial data points derived from novel and traditional sources,
continuously improves decision-making and further optimizes our clinical
pathways and decision algorithms over time.

Our systems have been widely adopted across the care continuum and
are used in six countries and by more than 75% of US oncologists. 80
billion vital signs captured yearly 100 million covered lives 30 million
payer-provider monthly transactions 450,000 users on nationwide network
32,000 medical devices connected

Founded in 2011, NantHealth employs more than 900 associated
worldwide. Headquartered in Culver City, California, the company has US-
based offices in Boston, Massachusetts; Dallas, Texas; Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; Cleveland, Ohio; and Panama City and Melbourne,  Florida;
Phoenix, Arizona; as well as Hyderabad, London and Belfast. NantHealth’s
founder and Chief Executive Officer is renowned surgeon and biotech
entrepreneur Dr. Patrick Soon-Shiong.

Norbrook Laboratories
Norbrook is very proud of the fact
that it is the only company in the
world which is licensed by the 
United States Food and Drugs
Administration to manufacture sterile injections for veterinary use outside
the USA and import them for sale in USA territory. This is an exceptional
achievement which underlines not only the company’s outstanding
manufacturing capabilities in Northern Ireland but also its unparalleled
knowledge and expertise in regulatory and licensing requirements. Our

company is a strong believer that the Veterinary Pharmaceutical industry
requires a self-regulatory body which is modelled on tried and tested
systems. It is of the utmost importance that this industry takes a
responsible approach for Health and Safety of the individual and the
Environment and works in close co-operation and synergy with the
relevant regulatory bodies. Our Company is regulated by the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate (VMD) and the EMEA; whichever is appropriate in
the circumstances. We uphold their standards of advertising and we
adhere at all times to their standards of "Safety, Quality and Efficacy". In
this way the products we produce are manufactured to the same and/or
better standards required of our competitors by the regulatory authorities. 

We have taken a view not to become involved with any of the existing
"trade" member organizations as they do not have any statutory powers
devolved from the VMD or EMEA to regulate industry standards or enforce
legislation in the public’s interest. In doing so we in no way compromise
on the high standards set by the Regulatory Authorities, nor could we
choose to even if we so wished. Indeed, our Company prides itself in being
the only European company licensed to import its sterile injectable
pharmaceutical products into the United States of America. We are able to
do this because we have satisfied the very highest standards imposed by
the US Food and Drug Administration for this purpose. This is a standard
that none of our European Competitors has yet achieved.

Ballyedmond Castle Farm is a key component of Norbrook’s Research
and Development. The research farm, which is the only one of its kind in
the United Kingdom and the largest of its kind in Europe, provides the
ideal environment for confidential research. All studies conducted at
Ballyedmond Castle  Farm conform to international GLP (Good Laboratory
Practice) standards, fulfill the requirements of the regulatory authorities
and adhere to relevant legislation.

Arlene Foster, MLA Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Investment has
recognized Norbrook’s expertise in Research and Development as well as
the company’s innovative new product development in an article that can
be found at www.northernireland.gov.uk. The company is a true innovator
and dedicated to novel research and revolutionary processes and
products. In true entrepreneurial fashion, Lord Ballyedmond identified an
opportunity with the implementation of the Medicines Act 1968 and
subsequently pioneered contract manufacturing of pharmaceuticals in the
UK. Forty years on, Norbrook continues to lead the world in contract
manufacture, by not only meeting the high regulatory demands, but also
through an on-going commitment to research and development. 

Norbrook’s entrepreneurial spirit continues to be at the heart of the
operation today. Its most recent development has been the launch of a
revolutionary new product, Closamectin, a unique combination of
Ivermectin and Closantel, which is on course to revolutionise the treatment
of fluke, worms and lice in cattle and sheep. Available as an injection for
sheep and a pour-on solution for cattle, the company anticipate half a
billion sales of the product worldwide annually within the next three years. 
www.norbrook.com.

OSV
OneSource Virtual is an established,
innovative Workday partner
dedicated to dynamic outsourcing
and consulting solutions. As the
first Workday partner to offer
business process as a service (BPaaS) capabilities, customers of OSV
receive scalable, in-application service and support through a diverse suite
of product offerings. As a result, customers are able to streamline their
business operations while optimizing their Workday investment.

Founded in 2008 by Brian Williams, Wesley Bryan and Britt Wirt,
OneSource Virtual is headquartered in Irving, Texas, and has additional
service centers in Mesa, Arizona and Derry, Northern Ireland. Our
executive team represents some of the most experienced professionals in
the industry today. Together, they offer the kind of expertise and deep
knowledge of outsourcing, technology and the global marketplace that
drive innovation.

In the years since its founding, OneSource Virtual has expanded
rapidly, attracting an impressive roster of customers and becoming a
global force within the industry. Built on the Workday application, OSV’s
technology and expertise helps customers transform their HR departments
into more strategic partners within their respective businesses. Our
comprehensive services and solutions include HR outsourcing, IT
outsourcing, and Finance and Accounting Outsourcing, in addition to a
range of post-product support and consulting services. Using these
scalable solutions, OneSource Virtual has helped approximately 35 percent
of Workday’s customer base streamline their business processes while
maximizing their Workday investment.
With the opening of OneSource Virtual’s first European office at the end of
2015 and the completion of its new, state-of-the-art headquarters in late
2016, OSV is more equipped than ever before to offer exceptional customer
service and create raving fans. OSV is equally committed to expanding its
available services and solutions. With these new offerings, customers will
be able to further streamline their business processes as technology and
Workday alike continue to evolve.

Proofpoint
Proofpoint Inc. is a next-generation international cybersecurity company
that protects the way people work today. Proofpoint protects organizations
from the advanced attacks that target them via email, mobile apps, and
social media and protects the information people create from advanced
attacks and compliance violations. Proofpoint’s suite of security products
provides unmatched protection from today’s cyber attacks.  Combining our
industry leading secure e-mail gateway with sophisticated dynamic
malware analysis, real-time threat intelligence and automated threat
response, Proofpoint can enable
organizations to more effectively
detect and block targeted attacks,
then quickly respond when a
potential compromise has been
detected. 
Proofpoint, positioned by Gartner in the Leaders Quadrant in their 2015
Magic Quadrant for Secure Email Gateways, and 2015 Magic Quadrant for
Enterprise Information Archiving, delivers an integrated suite of on-
demand data protection solutions spanning threat management,
regulatory compliance, data governance and secure communications—all
of which are based on a common security-as-a-service platform.
Simply put, our solutions help organizations to:
• Keep malicious content out of their environments
• Prevent the theft or inadvertent loss of sensitive information
• Collect, securely retain, govern and discover sensitive data for
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compliance and litigation support
• Securely communicate and collaborate on sensitive data with
customers, partners and suppliers
At Proofpoint we’re proud to have 1,000s of the world’s most successful
organizations as our customers.  These customers include:
• Over 50% of the global Fortune 100 and more than 25% of the Fortune
1000
• 5 of the 5 largest U.S. banks
• 4 of the 5 largest global pharmaceutical companies
• 2 of the top 5 U.S. oil companies
• 4 of the top 5 U.S. retailers
www.proofpoint.com 

Randox
Randox is a global leader in
healthcare diagnostics; today more
than 5% of the world’s population –
in excess of 370 million people across 145 countries – receives medical
diagnosis using Randox products each year. Randox is the largest
diagnostic company from the UK and exports over 95% of products
worldwide. Our products and services are used in hospitals, clinical,
research and molecular laboratories, food testing, forensic toxicology, life
sciences, and veterinary laboratories.

Dr Peter FitzGerald, Managing Director, started Randox in 1982 in a
converted ‘Hen House’ at the back of his parent’s house in Crumlin, Co.
Antrim.  Since then the company has grown to over 1300 staff worldwide
including 300 R&D scientists, with customer in over 145 countries. 

Dr FitzGerald and Randox have won numerous awards over the years
including five Queen’s Awards for Enterprise, the Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur of the Year and the UTV Business Eye Business Personality
of the Year.

Randox received The MacRobert Award in 2003.  The MacRobert Award
is the premier award for UK innovation in engineering presented by the
Royal Academy of Engineering.  The Award recognises the successful
development of innovative ideas in UK engineering.  Randox won the
award for the Evidence Biochip Array Technology Analyser beating Rolls-
Royce.

Rapid7
Rapid7 is a leading provider of
security data and analytics solutions
that enable organizations to
implement an active, analytics-driven approach to cyber security. We
combine our extensive experience in security data and analytics and deep
insight into attacker behaviors and techniques to make sense of the
wealth of data available to organizations about their IT environments and
users. Our solutions empower organizations to prevent attacks by
providing visibility into vulnerabilities and to rapidly detect compromises,
respond to breaches, and correct the underlying causes of attacks. Rapid7
is trusted by more than 5,300 organizations across over 100 countries,
including 36% of the Fortune 1000. 
To learn more about Rapid7 or get involved in our threat research, visit
www.rapid7.com.

Rosc Global
Rosc Global, a firm
providing merchant
banking and advisory services to governments, corporations and
nonprofits. 

Seagate Technology
Founded in 1979, Seagate is a
world leader in hard disk drives
and storage solutions. From the
videos, music and documents we
share with friends and family on
social networks, to servers that form the backbone of enterprise data
centers and cloud-based computing, to desktop and notebook  computers
that fuel our personal productivity, Seagate products help more people
store, share and  protect their valuable digital content.

Seagate offers the industry’s broadest portfolio of hard disk drives,
solid-state drives and solid-state hybrid drives. In addition, the company
offers an extensive line of retail storage products for consumers and
small businesses, along with data-recovery services for any brand of hard
drive and digital media type. Seagate employs more than 50,000 people
around the world. www.seagate.com
Shopkeep ShopKeep POS exists to make running a small business better.
Founded and designed by a retailer, we provide cloud-based point of sale
software for managing retail shops and restaurants. ShopKeep allows
business owners nationwide to set-up their registers in minutes, accept
cash and credit cards with their choice of processor, view real-time sales
on their smartphone and easily track inventory and staff.
Mostimportantly, our award-winning customer care team is available to
help seven-days-a-week. Everything we do is about supporting small
businesses.

Jason Richelson, Founder and Co-CEO of ShopKeep POS, the simplest
way to make smarter business decisions. In 2004, his partner and he
opened a wine store in Brooklyn, New York. Over the ensuing years, one
store grew into four, as they added a grocery store and a coffee shop,
and keeping track of their sales and inventory became increasingly
important and more complicated.

They used a traditional Windows-based point of sale system from a
large software company and regularly experienced a considerable
number of technology problems. But the moment when they knew that
they’d had enough was when their servers crashed while Jason was on
vacation in 2008, essentially closing all the stores indefinitely. As soon as
he got home, he tried to find a cloud-based point of sale system as a
replacement, but he couldn’t find anything. ShopKeep POS was born that
day. In the years since then, it’s been inspirational to see the way that
merchants have taken to their system. From coffee shops in Chicago to
boutiques in Boston and bakeries in Montana, ShopKeep POS is now
used to ring up hundreds of thousands of transactions a day, with
information about each one stored securely in the cloud.

At their office in New York, an incredible group of very talented
people work on their team to make sure that each of our merchants is
well cared for. They’ll always be a merchant at heart, so they personally
make sure that each team member fully understands what their
merchants go through every day and commits to doing everything they

can to help them succeed and grow their businesses.
www.shopkeep.com.

Shopkeep
ShopKeep POS exists to make
running a small business better.
Founded and designed by a
retailer, we provide cloud-based point of sale software for managing
retail shops and restaurants. ShopKeep allows business owners
nationwide to set-up their registers in minutes, accept cash and credit
cards with their choice of processor, view real-time sales on their
smartphone and easily track inventory and staff. Mostimportantly, our
award-winning customer care team is available to help seven-days-a-
week. Everything we do is about supporting small businesses.

Jason Richelson, Founder and Co-CEO of ShopKeep POS, the simplest
way to make smarter business decisions. In 2004, his partner and he
opened a wine store in Brooklyn, New York. Over the ensuing years, one
store grew into four, as they added a grocery store and a coffee shop,
and keeping track of their sales and inventory became increasingly
important and more complicated.

They used a traditional Windows-based point of sale system from a
large software company and regularly experienced a considerable
number of technology problems. But the moment when they knew that
they’d had enough was when their servers crashed while Jason was on
vacation in 2008, essentially closing all the stores indefinitely. As soon as
he got home, he tried to find a cloud-based point of sale system as a
replacement, but he couldn’t find anything. ShopKeep POS was born that
day. In the years since then, it’s been inspirational to see the way that
merchants have taken to their system. From coffee shops in Chicago to
boutiques in Boston and bakeries in Montana, ShopKeep POS is now
used to ring up hundreds of thousands of transactions a day, with
information about each one stored securely in the cloud.
At their office in New York, an incredible group of very talented people
work on their team to make sure that each of our merchants is well cared
for. They’ll always be a merchant at heart, so they personally make sure
that each team member fully understands what their merchants go
through every day and commits to doing everything they can to help
them succeed and grow their businesses. www.shopkeep.com.

Tyco
Tyco’s mission is to advance safety
and security by finding smarter ways
to save lives, improve businesses
and protect where people live and
work.

Our 57,000 employees in over 900 locations around the world take a
consultative approach to delivering tailored, industry-specific solutions.
Our global reach allows us to anticipate changes across geographies and
industries, and deploy the right solutions rapidly. In the most challenging
and demanding environments, we help our customers achieve their
safety, security and business goals.

For more than half a century, Tyco has been delivering the latest
solutions to unique business challenges. Today, our passion to protect
what matters most is stronger than ever.

With a tradition of customized service and a passion for technology
and innovation, Tyco develops practical, integrated fire protection and
security solutions for increasingly complex environments.

Tyco’s Security Installation and Services business sells, designs,
installs and maintains integrated systems to detect intrusion, control
access and react to movement, fire, smoke, flooding, environmental
conditions, industrial processes and other hazards.

Tyco’s Fire Protection Installation and Services sells, designs, installs
and maintains fire detection, fire sprinkler, fire suppression, emergency
communications, and nurse call systems in both new and existing
facilities

And as part of yet another successful New York – New Belfast
connection we are pleased to promote our new Global Headquarters
which recently opened in Cork, as well as the continued innovations from
our security products R&D Centre in Belfast and our flag-ship operations
based in Princeton New Jersey.   
www.tyco.com 

Uber
On a snowy Paris evening in 2008, Travis Kalanick
and Garrett Camp had trouble hailing a cab. So
they came up with a simple idea—tap a button,
get a ride.

What started as an app to request premium
black cars in a few metropolitan areas is now
changing the logistical fabric of cities around the
world. Whether it’s a ride, a sandwich, or a
package, we use technology to give people what they want, when they
want it.
For the women and men who drive with Uber, our app represents a flexible
new way to earn money. For cities, we help strengthen local economies,
improve access to transportation, and make streets safer. When you make
transportation as reliable as running water, everyone benefits. Especially
when it’s snowing outside.

One billion connections. And counting. Across borders, cultures, and
languages, we’re proud to connect people who need a reliable ride with
people looking to earn money driving their car. Your journeys inspire us.
Thank you. Uber is in Belfast and 451 other cities worldwide

United Airlines
United Airlines, the result of
a merger between United and
Continental, is the world's
largest airline and is headquartered in Chicago. It is a wholly owned
subsidiary of United Continental Holdings (formerly UAL Corporation) and
the world's largest airline in terms of scheduled passenger-kilometers
flown. The airline was founded in 1926 as Varney Air Lines; it was
renamed Boeing Air Transport in 1927 after it was acquired by aircraft
manufacturer Boeing. United became an independent company in 1934,
merging with Capital Airlines in 1961, and again with Continental Airlines
in 2011. United is a founding member of the Star Alliance, the largest
airline alliance in the world, and offers connections to over 1,000
destinations in over 170 countries on six continents. United operates 706
aircraft out of ten international hubs, the largest of which is George Bush

Intercontinental Airport in Houston. As of October 2012, the airline
employed 88,253 people and is headed by Chief Executive Officer Jeffrey
Smisek.

United is also the only U.S. carrier to fly direct to Belfast and also
operates a regular Dublin route. United is operating a seasonal service
between Chicago O'Hare and Shannon. The service operates five-times
weekly service between Chicago and Shannon on a Boeing 757-200 from
June to August. The service complements the carrier's existing flights
between Newark and Shannon.

This year, United celebrates the eighth anniversary of its Belfast
service which has flown over a million passengers across the Atlantic, in
the process contributing well over $75 million to the Northern Ireland
economy.

"The Belfast-New York service has been a remarkable success," said
United's Jim Summerford.

"As the only trans-Atlantic carrier serving Belfast, United has been
able to give people a convenient way of flying direct to and from America
without having to travel via Dublin or Heathrow. Northern Ireland and the
U.S. enjoy strong social ties and business links and we're delighted to
have helped support and develop these relationships with our nonstop
flights." www.united.com.

Velocity
Velocity Worldwide is headquartered
in Belfast, Northern Ireland with
offices in Dublin, London and New
York. The company comprises two
distinct, but complementary business units.

Darius™ Technologies is our SaaS business, based on the development
and licensing of Darius, our unique real-time shopper engagement
platform that delivers measurable return on investment for a broad range
of retail clients in the food and non-food sectors.

Darius™ Technologies is a joint venture between Velocity Worldwide
and The Hussmann Corporation. A real coming together of hardware and
software that truly reinvents the physical bricks and mortar retail
experience.

Velocity Engage is our customer experience agency that develops
interactive shopper marketing and customer experience strategies for
retail clients and helps them optimize their use of the Darius™ platform to
improve top-line and bottom-line business performance.
The Velocity Engage service portfolio includes:
- Retail and shopper marketing insight and strategy development
- Return on investment modeling
- Retail and shopper marketing activation and management
- Campaign creative development
- Managed service
www.velocityww.com

Wells Fargo
Wells Fargo have become one of the nation’s largest
financial institutions, serving one in three U.S.
households and employing approximately one in
600 working Americans. We have team members in
36 countries, serving 70 million customers in more than 130 countries
around the world. Forbes magazine ranks us among the top 10 publicly
traded companies in the world based on a composite of sales, assets,
profits, and market value. And we are consistently ranked as one of the
world’s most respected banks by Barron’s magazine and one of the
world’s most admired companies by Fortunemagazine. The reason for this
is simple. We’ve never lost sight of putting our customers first and
helping them succeed financially.

Regardless of our growing size, scope, and reach, our common vision
and distinct values form the fabric that holds us together wherever we
are, whatever we do. As members of the same team, it doesn’t matter
what our respective responsibilities are, our levels or titles, what
businesses we’re part of, or where we live and work.

Our shared vision and values unite us as One Wells Fargo.

WhitHat Security
Founded in 2001 and headquartered
in Santa Clara, California, WhiteHat
Security provides end-to-end
solutions for Web security. The company’s cloud website vulnerability
management platform and leading security engineers turn verified
security intelligence into actionable insights for customers. Through a
combination of core products and strategic partnerships, WhiteHat
Security provides complete Web security at a scale and accuracy
unmatched in the industry. WhiteHat Sentinel, the company’s flagship
product line, currently manages thousands of websites – including sites
in highly regulated industries, such as top e-commerce, financial services
and healthcare companies. www.whitehatsec.com  
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